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INTRODUCTION. 



All men know, in part, what a face may reveal — 
what glory a face may wear; we have seen faces 
that will haunt us to our dying day. Even a face 
painted on canvas, or chiselled in marble, or visioned 
in a dream, will tell what words could never have 
uttered. "The face of Jesus Christ" is the true 
Shechinah. It is from thence that the supreme 
"glory of God" beams forth; not by way of reflec- 
tion, but because " in Him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Gk)dhead bodily." It is in Him that w^e see 
Grod and live. 

The glory that shone forth from His face when 
He tabernacled among us was not visible to the 
unspiritual eye. It was not outward glory. There 



•iv INTRODUCTION. 



*was no halo round His head ; no glorious light 
streaming from His countenance ; nothing to hold 
men back from offering Him utterest indignity, 
even to shame and spitting. " A man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief" — that was His name, 
even as the prophet had foretold. There is the 
entire absence from His recorded life of that which 
dazzles the eye, and imposes on the carnal heart. 
The things that men count glorious were of no 
account with Him; His lowliness cast a stain on 
human pride ; He had no admiration for the purple 
grandeur that gathers round imperial thrones ; there 
are none of His words that will go into a battle- 
ode. The Divine glory revealed by and in Him is 
the glory of a Personal Being ; of an Infinite Spirit ; 
filling Immensity and Eternity with His sovereign 
presence, yet " not far from every one of us." It is 
the glory of perfect Knowledge. It is the glory of 
Power; power that extends over all things, that 
has a heart of goodness, that is marked by absolute 
moral purity, that responds to the cry of faith, that 
can stoop, and bear, and be still, whose chiefest 
manifestation is in the cross. It is the glory of 
eternal Wisdom. It is the glory of a holy Char- 
acter, in which righteousness and compassion and 
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grace meet and mingle their rays. It is the glory 
of the Eighteous Father, bringing near His right- 
eousness to us the unrighteous, calling and gather- 
ing us back to His heart again, receiving us when 
we come, hearing our prayers, and restoring His 
own image in our souls. It is the glory of the 
infinite and sovereign Counsellor, with whom are 
no afterthoughts and changes of mind, whose pur- 
pose is an " eternal purpose,'' and who is holy in aU 
His ways. It is the glory of Him who is Light, 
and in whom is no darkness at all : of Him who is 
Love, and whose love was manifested in this, that 
He sent His Only-begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through Him. 

This subject is one of imspeakable importance ; 
and I entreat every one, whose eye may happen to 
light on this page, to give his whole mind to the 
consideration of it, and that with humility and self- 
distrust. There is nothing that our proud hearts 
need more to be taught than the absolute indispen- 
sableness of the Holy Spirit's grace in all our 
inquiries about Divine things. Without Him we 
shall learn nothing. The doctrine of Divine teach- 
ing has a place in our creeds ; but too often it is 
practically disallowed, and we attempt to acquire 
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the knowledge of God simply by oiir own investi- 
gations, or by walking in the light of sparks which 
other men have kindled. It is one of the deepest 
and most mischievous errors of this or any age. 
And it will be one of the most hopeful of signs when 
we sincerely and humbly confess our own foolish- 
ness, and surrender ourselves to the teaching of the 
living God. pure and blessed Spirit, work Thy 
great work upon and within every heart ! 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE REVEALER. 



To my mind, there is deep melancholy in the in- 
scription that Paul found on an Athenian altar, 
" To the Unknovm God.*' Notwithstanding their 
multiplication of deities, there was a painful feel- 
ing in the people's hearts that there still remained 
one Being — perhaps the Greatest or Most Dread 
or Most Merciful — of whom they were ignorant. 
The infinite multiplication of idols, each one 
accepted as a farther revelation of the Divine, 
could not satisfy them ; even as a lost child cannot 
be put off with pictures or statues, but must have 
a living father. To know God is the first necessity 
of our being. A deeper and more immediate 
necessity than to know the laws of the material 
things amidst which we live. Some other wants, 
indeed, cry out more loudly and claim a speedier 

A 
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satisfaction. The demands of the lower nature are 
more imperious — ^the cry for bread, the cry for 
human love, the very cry for pleasure; but yet 
from the deep places of every heart there is a 
voice coming up, if men could only interpret it — 
the voice of need rather than of desire — Is there 
asmredly a living God befidnd this world that we see 
and touch i What is His name? What is His 
attitude towards us ? What is in His heart ? Is it 
mercy or wrath 1 Eternity waits silent, mysterious, 
awful hefore us — oh sometimes with what portals of 
gloom !- — what will he His aspect when we meet Him 
there? This cry does not come from the lips of 
the imfortunate and unhappy alone, but of the 
most successful; not from the solitary thinker 
merely, with aching brain, pondering the problems 
of being, but from busy merchants and men of 
affairs. It is not the birth of our modem civili- 
zation ; it belongs to the farthest back and simplest 
ages that history knows. Those ancient, large- 
browed men, who move so stately in the world*s 
dim twilight, walking with God and named His 
friends, felt our very need ; and their whole lives 
testify to their yearning for fuller and yet fuller 
light. Who has not been fascinated by that 
strange night-scene at the ford Jabbok three 
thousand years ago — so visionary yet so real — ^two 
figures stepping forth and meeting from the two 
worlds, and wrestling silent through the dark till 
daybreak ? Just ere they parted, Jacob cried out, 
" Tdl me, I pray Thee, Thy name!'' — Who art 
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ThoUy and what art Thou ? — WMch of us has not 
lifted up the same cry, even though not knowing 
what he did? Mysterious Presences invade our 
chambers in the still and silent night — Questions, 
Dreads, Doubts — and the soul wrestles all alone 
through the dark, and the cry of her agony means. 
Oh tell me Thy name ! When sorrow comes to us, 
and with disenchanting touch makes the phantoms 
of this world melt away from around us, and leaves 
us standing sinful and immortal amidst eternal 
realities, with a clear line of vision between the 
soul and God, this is the cry that rises, sometimes 
laden with anguish, from the depths witliin. Yea, 
this is the meaning, however little we may suspect 
it, of that infinite unrest of which this life is full ; 
of that ceaseless and most melancholy wail ascend- 
ing from every side of us. Oh who will show us any 
good? of that desire of a yet unfound happiness 
which wanders with weary and unresting foot 
through earth's green places and her dry, content 
with nothing ; of that stretching out of eager hands 
in the dark, "if haply they might feel after Him 
and find Him." There is, indeed, this contradiction 
in the case, that while men cannot do without Him 
— while they are actually within the orbit of His 
influence and cannot pass beyond — they yet do 
not like Him, and shrink from all nearer approach 
to Him. Sometimes the nearer approach causes 
trembling and terror; ah, sometimes they .would 
even dethrone Him. The carnal mind is enmity 
against Him, Yet every man's deepeat ^sA \s\a^ 
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pressing need is to know Him, You have felt 
it so, O my brother — ^however you may have for- 
gotten the feeling since — ^when you came back a 
solemn path, with ashen cheeks, and slow, feeble 
steps, from some visit paid to the gates of Death. 
To possess this knowledge is to possess eternal 
life ; to be destitute of it is to be in darkness- and 
misery and death. 

How may the knowledge of God be attained? 
What book is it written in, and in what language ? 
Though He fills all that is above, beneath, around 
— ^though He "is not far from every one of us " — 
though it is "in Him" that we "live and move 
and have our being," He is yet " a God that hideth 
Himself" There is a veil that conceals Him, even 
when I am closest to Him. I do not see Him; 
I do not hear Him; I cannot touch Him. Not 
one of my senses gives me direct information 
respecting Him. "Behold, I go forward, but He 
is not there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive 
Him ; on the left hand, where He doth work, but 
I cannot behold Him; He hideth Himself on the 
right hand that I cannot see Him." 

For one thing. He has revealed Himself, in a 
certain measure, in His works. In part, at least, 
He has committed the secret of His name to 
everything around and above us; to all that is 
strong and high, to all that lives and breathes, 
to all that thinks and feels, to all that bums and 
shines. " The heavens," sang the Hebrew Psalmist, 
"declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
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showeth His handiwork," And the Christian 
Apostle tells us in words that are the germ of 
all our natural theology, that " the invisible things 
of Him from the creation of the world are clearly- 
seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead." He has 
not left Himself without witness anywhere, "in 
that He doeth good, and giveth us rain from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness.'* All His attributes have signets 
in nature — obscured indeed to our eyes by our sin, 
as night obscures footprints, and not to be seen 
clearly without supernal light — ^but really there, 
A man's works reveal much respecting him. I go 
into a factory where a thousand wheels are flying 
round, all the movements contributing to a common 
result ; and in the contrivances of skill or genius 
before me, I see something of the mind that 
planned them. I gaze upon some gray cathedral, 
beautiful with the weather-stains of centuries, in 
which the great, reverent soul of some architect has 
expressed itseK; and though brain and fingers are 
dust, I read what he was in his work. I go into a 
house; and in the household order, and in the 
things by which he has surrounded himself, I see 
something of the tastes and character of the master. 
I go into a village, and find that a nobleman resid- 
ing near has established means for the diffusion of 
knowledge, for the repression of vice, for the moral 
improvement of the villagers ; I find that he has 
done much, and done it wisely, for the poor ; I find 



6 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

traces everywhere of his personal interest, kindli- 
ness, enlightened philanthropy, desire to promote 
virtue and happiness; though I have never seen 
his face, yet I know him through his doings. Even 
so with respect to God. His works— including 
both the things He has made and the wise and 
beneficent laws under which He has placed them 
— reveal Him very wonderfully to us. Their 
teaching indeed is silent ; — " There is no speech nor 
tankage; — their voice is not heard'/' — but not on 
this account the less clear and impressive. 

Examining His works, and going back as far as 
science will carry us, the earliest thing that meets 
us is a manifestation of power. The outer crust of 
our globe is a palimpsest, with rich and glorious 
meanings on the surface for every open eye, but 
with older writing beneath. Part of this older 
writing is hopelessly obliterated, but part of it is 
still legible ; much of it distinct, as if cut with a 
graver's tool ; and science is slowly spelling it out. 
The first thing we gather is, " that power belongeth 
unto God." Proceeding down toward the present, 
we find life appearing ; and studying what may be 
known thereof, we find goodness linked with wisdom. 
More enchanting than Arabian romance is the story 
which the geologist tells about the goodness and the 
wisdom which are manifested with continually in- 
creasing fulness from the first dawn of life on this 
planet. The ages pass on after God has created the 
heavens and the earth, and at length man appears 
— a being endowed with loftiest faculties, created in 
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the Divine image. Even were the whole duration 
of his being limited to the few years of his sojourn 
on earth, he were nevertheless worthy, because of 
his wondrous nature, of the place assigned him over 
the works of God's hands. In man is a still higher 
and fuUer manifestation of God than any that had 
gone before. He could not reveal HimseK fuUy in 
dead matter, nor indeed in mere matter, however 
finely organized. He is a Spirit ; and He could not 
disclose the fulness of His spiritual attributes in the 
architecture and glory of the material creation. Not 
even in the lower forms of life, wonderful and varied 
as these are. Therefore, He made man in His own 
image, after His likeness, stamping on his soul " a 
copy of His own archetypal loveliness ; " and man 
was the highest manifestation of his Maker on 
earth. 

Even since sin has entered into the world, God's 
works teU us much respecting Him. He is mani- 
fested in the rocks to the geologist ; in the stars to 
the astronomer; in the organization of matter to 
the chemist; in the various forms of vegetable and 
animal life to the naturalist ; in the phenomena of 
thought, emotion, conscience, will, to the mental 
philosopher; in providence and in the marvellous 
structure of society to the student of history ; in 
goodness and beauty to the eye and the heart of all. 
There is not a rain-cloud that comes up the sky, 
laden with blessing for the thirsty earth, nor a bird 
that nestles beneath our eaves, nor a daisy fresh 
from winter's sleep, nor a spike of gra^s, nor a 
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bunch of seaweed lifted with the swell of unknown 
seas, nor a wild-flower that blooms on the brown 
moorland where no foot strays but that of the 
Highland shepherd, nor a rose in Sharon, fragrant 
with the breath of God upon it, nor a tree on cedar- 
crowned Lebanon, nor a star that burns in the dark 
azure above us, but shows us something of His 
praise. I stand in a still autumn afternoon on that 
gray rocky height that fronts my window, the 
gleaming waters in the distance and the sunlit sky 
above, and take in the splendid scene with its 
associations ; or beneath the glorious dome of night, 
"I look up unto Thy heavens, the work of Thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast 
ordained;" and the words come unbidden to my 
lips — 

" These are Thy glorious works, Parent of good, 

. Almighty, Thine this universal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ; Thyself how wondrous, then ! 
Unspeakahle, who sitt'st above these heavens, 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these Thy lower works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power Divine." 

And as science advances, lifting her telescope to 
the immensity above us, bending with her micro- 
scope over the littleness beneath us, tracing out the 
subtle agencies that pervade creation, discovering 
the unity of plan and the harmonious laws which 
bind all beings and all worlds together, and 
gradually disclosing the infinite vastness, glory 
and benignity of the Idea expressed in creation, it 
throws increasing light on what may be known of 
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God. I do not venture into the fields explored by 
the natural theologian, or I might take attribute by 
attribute of the Divine nature — power, wisdom, 
goodness, holiness, sovereignty — and show, that 
each one has some signet, less or more distinct, in 
the works of creation, leaving the " Ungodliness " 
of men without excuse. 

Yet we cannot gather the full knowledge of Him 
from His works. Science, praising Him from the 
heights, tells not half His glory. The province 
cleared by the natural theologian is not that in 
which our chief perplexities and anxieties lie. We 
want to know about God's moral relations and 
thoughts toward us ; and where our need is sorest, 
nature is dumb. In books of natural theology. He 
is represented mainly as a great Contriver ; — a great 
Geometer and Mechanist and Chemist, and so on ; 
"wise in coimsel and excellent in working;" but 
oh how little (considering the breadth and pressure 
of our need) is told us of His heart ! How little, of 
the awful majesty of His character ! How little, to 
make us feel that He is the living One, and ever 
near; to meet the fears of conscious guilt; to 
inspire us with confidence and love ; to draw us to 
Him — ^not to His feet only, but to His bosom ; to 
produce humility and joy ; to purify our hearts, and 
to make us rest in Himself as our true and highest 
good ! And not only do questions force themselves 
upon U5 to which nature makes no answer ; but the 
responses she does give seem in many instances 
inharmonious and conflicting. If in e^^xacccka.^ 
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some old castle I should come Tipon a dungeon, 
containing rusty instruments of torture, and the 
fractured bones of human beings, and dark blood- 
stains on the walls, I should inevitably think of 
crime and cruelty. Now, in nature, I meet on all 
sides with the presence and the records of suffering. 
I find " Severity " as weU as Goodness. If there is 
the gentle summer rain, there is also the desolating 
tempest ; if there is the soft west wind, there is also 
th$ wild tornado; if there is the balm of Gilead, 
there is also the poison-berry ; if there are tender 
and beautiful affections, there are also the fang of 
the serpent and the tooth of the beast of prey ; if 
there is happy life, there are also the graves of ten 
thousand generations of once-living and sentient 
beings for whom it was pain to die. In the words 
of Professor Eichard Owen, " For the variety, the 
beauty, the polish, the sharpness, the strength, the 
barbed perfection, the effectiveness every way, of 
lethal weapons, no armoury can compete with that 
of the fossil world." I know how much can be said 
to reduce the dif&culty arising hence to the lowest 
possible dimensions ; but considerations drawn from 
nature fail to remove it completely. To sinless 
beings, occupying a higher position than ours is, 
and able to take a broader survey of God's ways, it 
is, doubtless, clear ; but not so to us. Our personal 
sinfulness has complicated every question that we 
raise. And not only is there, for us, inadequacy 
and perplexity in nature, but our faculty of vision 
and our understanding have become disordered; 
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and as well might we place an unlettered peasant, 
who cannot sign his own name, among the inscrip- 
tions of Thebes or Nineveh, and expect him to 
decipher them, as expect sinful man rightly to 
interpret Nature's hieroglyphic handwriting about 
God. Every natural theologian in Christian days 
borrows at least the eye wherewith he sees God in 
nature. In truth, nature becomes luminous and 
significant to me only after I know Him ; I believe 
in Him before I see Him in His works. 

And man, so high-bom, well-nigh the peer of 
angels, the greatest Divine work on earth, though 
still with the seeming and many of the faculties of 
a monarch, has become in some respects the meanest, 
the most degraded and the foulest ; full of contra- 
dictions; the only being on earth who looks into 
the past with remorse, and into the future with 
dread ; as Pascal says, " at once the glory and the 
shame of the universe ; " and what we see in him 
as he is tends rather to infinite perplexity. Even 
genius, God's noblest mental gift, has not seldom 
been associated with frightful moral deformity. 
Man as he is, disordered and defiled throughout 
every region of his being, is not an answer to the 
question. What is man ? far less to the greater 
question. What is God ? 

To a chosen family of old, in whom all families 
of the earth were to be blessed, God specially re- 
vealed Himself. A great succession of historic 
facts transpires in relation to them, from the call 
of Abraham downwards, exhibiting God's power. 
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character, and will Tliey are placed under a law 
at once holy and just and good. Eedeeming acts 
are done in their behalf. A great system of symbol 
and type grows up, charged with living spiritual 
power. Holy places are instituted ; invisible things 
are bodied forth by visible representations ; spiritual 
truths are taught by a kind of picture-writing ; sin 
is dealt with in methods that point forward to a 
deeper and more wondrous dealing with it in the 
Cross ; and by this whole system of " acted parable" 
is God made known. Psalmists, prophets, seers, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, lift up their voices, glori- 
fying a Name : " Jehovah, Jehovah Elohim, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and/ that will hy 
no means dear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children and upon the childrerCs 
children unto the third and fourth generationJ* The 
Book in which these manifold revealings were 
gathered up and preserved was a heritage of price- 
less worth, whose importance indeed it is almost 
impossible to overestimate. As God revealed 
Himself to Elijah, not in the wind or earthquake 
or fire, emblematic of the forces of nature, but in a 
voice — ^the vehicle of thought and emotion — ^whereby 
mind commimes with mind — a still, sniall voice — so 
through words, uttered by inspired lips or written 
in the sacred Book, did God declare His imity, His 
spirituality, His supremacy. His holy character, to 
ancient Israel Yet this whole system of revela- 
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tion, in law and history and type and word, was 
imperfect and inadequate; it was designed to be 
merely preparatory, bringing men only (as it were) 
into the Outer Court, while the Holiest of all was 
veiled. 

Therefore, in the fulness of time, God was pleased 
to reveal Himself in His Only-begotten Son, who 
took flesh upon Him, and " dwelt in very deed with 
men on earth," that they might not merely " hear 
of Him with the hearing of the ear," but that their 
eyes might in a manner see Him. And while the 
Only-begotten reveals. He also (so to speak) softens 
and shades the ineffable splendour of the Divine 
majesty, which we could not possibly have looked 
upon in its naked and absolute reality. This is 
the central mystery and glory of time. "The 
Word" who was "in the beginning with God, and 
was God," " was made flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth." He assumed our true 
humanity ; not the appearance of it only, but the 
reality : He "came in the flesh'^ He assumed our. 
full humanity ; a true body and a reasonable soul. 
He assumed our humanity, not (as it was at first) 
fair, glorious, immortal ; but with its scars, its 
weakness, its painfulness, its liability to death, and 
all save its sin. He lived among us from childhood 
to ripe manhood, doing the Father's will and de- 
claring ffis name; in sight of, and in sharpest 
contact with, our degradation and pollution and 
misery. At length He died for us, offering Himself 
a sacrifice that He might bring us to God. Herein 
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is the mystery of love. When David heard of 
Absalom's death, he said in his bitter anguish, 
"Would God I had died for thee, Absalom, my 
son!" But Jesus has not merely said "Would 
God I had died for thee ;" He has actually done it, 
bowing His head unto the sacrifice and giving 
Himself for us. And now, whosoever would know 
that Being who is the first cause and the last end 
of all things, who fills immensity and eternity with 
His sovereign presence, who " dwells in the light 
that no man can approach unto, whom no man hath 
seen or can see," let him look to Jesus of Nazareth, 
for He is God manifest in thefiesh. 

This doctrine, that the Father is revealed in the 
Only-begotten Son, meets us with the greatest fre- 
quency and clearness in the New Testament, and, 
indeed, is inwoven in its very texture. " No man 
knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to whom- 
soever the Son will reveal Him." '*No man hath 
seen God at any time \ the Only-begotten Son, who 
•is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared 
Him." "He that seeth me seeth Him that sent 
me." "Have I been so long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father." " The light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God" shines "in 
the face of Jesus Christ." He is " the image of the 
invisible God." *' In Him dweUeth aU the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily." He is " the brightness of 
the Father's glory, and the express image of His 
person." 
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MANNER OF THE REVELATION. 

I CONCERN myself at present with no critical ques- 
tions, but accept the Four Gospels as a faithful 
record of the things which were "most surely- 
believed" among the earliest disciples of Jesus. 

Toward the close of the reign of Herod the 
Great, in compliance with a decree from Eome, a 
census was taken of the whole of Palestine. In 
carrying out the arrangements, it happened that 
Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth, in Galilee, and 
Mary his wife, being of the house and lineage of 
David, went up to Bethlehem, their ancestral city, 
there to be enrolled. There was no other lodging 
for them in the crowded little town than " a stable," 
probably a natural cave in the limestone rock, used 
for sheltering the sheep and goats ; and while they 
were there, the child Jesus was born. His life 
begins in mystery. He is called " the Son of the 
Highest." The evangelists tell marvellous stories 
relating to His birth ; — ^how that night some shep- 
herds, keeping watch in the neighbouring plain, were 
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startled by a sudden, celestial light, and angelic 
voices and songs in the air; how, soon after, when 
the child was presented in the temple, an aged man 
named Simeon, who had been favoured with Divine 
visions, took Him up in His arms and blessed God, 
saying, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation ;'' 
how an aged prophetess named Anna, coming in at 
the same time, gave thanks likewise imto the Lord, 
and spake of Him to all them that looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem; how, in a few weeks 
more, there came Wise Men from the East, led by a 
star ; and when they saw the young child, they fell 
down and worshipped Him, and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto Him 
gifts — gold and frankincense and myrrh; — and 
how, immediately after, in consequence of a super- 
natural warning, He was taken down into the land 
of Egjrpt to escape the sword of Herod, who had 
determined to slay Him. Eetuming shortly after 
to dwell in Nazareth, "the chid grew and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom ; and the grace 
of God was upon Him." A himdred eager ques- 
tions rise to our lips concerning that mysterious 
life-dawn ; but there is no answer. Except a single 
incident when He was about twelve years old, we 
hear no more of Him for thirty years. Toward the 
close of that period, an extraordinary spiritual 
movement — a "Eevival" as it might be called in 
our modem phrase — ^had arisen in the south of 
Judea, and stirred the whole land from Jerusalem 
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to the remotest Galilean hamlet. The instrument 
of this revival was the voice of John the Baptist, 
crying in the wilderness and saying, " Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand^^ the trumpet-note 
piercing to every comer of the land. He exposed 
the sin of Israel; preached in bold and startling 
terms about the wrath to come; told that fleshly 
connection with Abraham would avail men nothing ; 
called for repentance with its proper fruits; an- 
nounced the near approach of the kingdom of 
heaven; and those who came to him he baptized 
upon a confession of their sins. Among the multi- 
tudes who gathered to the great Preacher of Eight- 
eousness, Jesus of Nazareth makes His appearance, 
asking John to baptize Him. With some hesitation 
it is done ; and immediately after, « the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting upon Him; 
and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my he- 
loved Son in whom I am well plea^edy It was the 
sign which had been promised to John; "and I 
saw and bare record" (he says) "that this is the Son 
of God." There follows for Jesus a mysterious 
spiritual conflict, named the Temptation, extending 
over upwards of forty days; in which, on every 
side of His nature. He is subjected to the subtlest 
and most powerful assault of the devil ; and then 
He enters on that brief career of which the Four 
Gospels are a memoir. 

The time of His appearing was " the fulness of 
time." It was (as many have pointed out) the 

B 
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period of convergence of all the lines of ancient 
history, as it is the starting-point of history since. 
Judaism had done all that it could do; and had 
prepared the people, as far as it could prepare them, 
for the new power and light. Out in broad heathen- 
dom there was the preparation of uttermost need. 
Man had done his utmost and failed. Behind the 
most splendid civilization that ever existed, there 
lay Unbelief in God There seemed no secure 
moral foundations whereon life could repose. The 
choice of this time was certainly no arbitrary act, 
but one of evident wisdom and grace. Socially, 
politically, morally, spiritually, we can see that it 
was the time for the Eedeemer to step into the 
scene. He does so; and His coming is for the 
world the rising of the sun. 

No historic career ever exhibited such unity of 
plan and such absolute consistency in all its details. 
There is no ambitious enlarging of scope as time 
moves on and fresh possibilities emerge ; His open- 
ing announcement agrees with His latest. He is 
never diverted from His course, either by popular 
applause or by the intrigues and deadly hatred of 
those who stood opposed to Him. He is never 
driven to fresh methods in order to adapt Himself 
to the changeful temper of the public mind. He 
sets out in His career by claiming to be the Messiah 
(Luke iv. 16, John viii. 25) — not pressing His 
claim obtrusively on the nation, but rather dis- 
closing it to receptive souls, or admitting it when 
discovered by disciples— and only at the last enter- 
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ing Jerusalem amidst the Hosamia-shouts as Je- 
hovah's King. His whole career is one of Messiah- 
work and Messiah-suffering. He gathers those 
around Him who give Him their faith as the Son 
of God, the Eedeemer. The faith He requires — 
the only faith to which He " commits Himself" — 
is faith, not merely in the truth He brings, and 
because of the evidence with which it is supported, 
but in Himself personally. " Come imto Me," 
" believe in Me," " follow Me " — such is the unvary- 
ing structure of His address. This faith is the 
uniting bond of His followers; and it infers love, 
humility, loyalty to truth, cross-bearing, purity of 
heart, obedience to the Father. He does not accept 
the nation of Israel as it was — ^the seed of Abraham 
according to the flesh — ^for His kingdon^; He calls a 
people out from thence, and forms them into a new 
brotherhood. From the outset, He never seeks to 
use, but expressly disowns, physical force in con- 
nection with His cause ; He does not reason ; He 
does not philosophise; He does not balance pro- 
babilities ; He does not conjure with great names : 
— He speaks "05 One having authority;'^ dealing 
with all the deep problems of truth and morality, 
life and death, man and God, time and eternity. 
He does redeeming works of all kinds ; " miracles," 
"signs," we caU them. He heals diseases. He con- 
trols nature. He forgives sin. He requires, on the 
part of all His followers, a personal love to Him- 
self, compared with which aU other love shall seem 
as hatred. His disciples are to forsake aUL foTi "5xss^\ 
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they are to take up their cross and follow Him ; 
they are to confess Him in the most hostile pre- 
sence ; they are to go even to prison and death for 
Him. He is not among them as a civil ruler, 
working under a " Constitution ; " He is the Lord 
of their Conscience and their Heart-. He gives 
them eternal life, and educates them to live habit- 
ually under the powers of the world to come. In 
the three years of His ministry, he prepares the 
germ of a Brotherhood that shall embrace heaven 
and eartL At the close of His brief career. He 
is crucified, the Victim-Conqueror, the Sinless for 
the sinner, between two thieves. With the cruci- 
fixion ends His public manifestation to Israel. 
But His disciples tell how they saw Him alive 
afterwards, and received a commission from Him 
to be His witnesses among all nations, and to 
preach repentance and forgiveness of sins in His 
name to the uttermost parts of the earth. This 
is the great master-thought that He plants 
in their minds before finally departing from 
them. 

His career is not told by His disciples with any- 
thing like completeness or chronological order. They 
present no " Survey" or "Estimate" of His life and 
character such as we frequently find in modern 
biographies. They merely give us memoirs — each 
building according to a special plan, and in his own 
proportions. But through these memoirs we are 
enabled to know Him better, in His inner life as 
well as His outward, not merely than any other 
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historic character of the past, but even than any 
living actor of our own age. 

It is not a good thing to split up a human life 
into artificial divisions — such as public and private, 
political and personal, religious and secular. We 
thus do violence to nature; because, in point of 
fact, the things that we present separately grew 
together vitally — ^indeed, were the same life looked 
at frbm different view-points. The most difficult, 
but the only satisfactory way to exhibit a human 
life, is to take it — if will take — as a unity. Specially 
must this be borne in mind in studying the career 
of Jesus. We shall utterly fail to understand Him 
if we attempt to split up His life into artificial 
divisions in the way I have aUuded to. Above 
every life ever livfd on earth, His life was one. 

Yet because — to use the expression reverently — 
He is so " many-sided" we may, with advantage to 
ourselves, stand at different points of view, and try 
what we can see in Him from thence. Whatever 
point we occupy, we shall find that He is the 
Eevealer of God to us. 

It is conceivable that a revelation might have 
been made which should have taxed the utmost 
powers of the human mind to understand it. Con- 
sidering the greatness of God, this might almost 
have been expected beforehand. But in point of 
fact, the revelation begins where it may be appre- 
hended by all human beings between the extremes 
of intellect. 

We seem to stand in absobai.^ Tkfe'^'^L <^i ^^Og. ^^s. 
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revelation as is made in Christ Jesus, in order to 
give " substance " to our conception of God, and to 
prevent it from fading away into a mere dream. 
We find it extremely difficult to think of God 
purely as a Spirit; and even when we seem to 
have apprehended the idea, somehow it dissolves 
into mist while we gaze. Hence the fact of the 
Incarnation becomes of unspeakable value to us. 
It is at once our safeguard against idolatry, and the 
means of enabling us, in the fullest possible measure, 
to be " as seeing Him who is invisible." 

If we view Christ Jesus simply as a Man, He 
reveals God to us. According to the account given 
in the Book of Genesis, God made man originally 
in His own image, after His likeness. Through 
sin, the image is become marred; the likeness 
defaced. We find in man now only broken 
and faded traces of God's great design; we find 
everywhere imperfection, incompleteness, disorder, 
contradiction, defilement; the bosom a region of 
civil war; a mighty nature made desolate. It is 
not matter for argument, to be decided by proof- 
passages ; but for every man's self-knowledge. 
We may learn much concerning God even from 
the desolations of this mighty nature — as from 
an organ out of tune and broken — but not enough. 
Now Jesus of Nazareth is set before us as the Son 
of Man^ man coming up to God's idea. Here, 
therefore, we have a revelation of the Eternal 
Father, corresponding to that which was given 
in the beginning, when God made man upright. 
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We may view Hiin as the Gift of the Father, 
and we shall thus learn something of the Giver. 
We do so in ordinary cases. We see something 
of a man's heart in his gifts. And it is this very 
thing that in many cases makes a gift precious 
to us — ^this faculty that it has of telling what is 
in the giver's heart. That poor widow, for instance 
— ^how much warmer her bit of flannel is, how 
much sweeter her little luxury, because it is a 
gift from her boy far away, and a token of his 
thoughtful kindness. The very Bible that he gave 
her, with his name and love iascribed on the fly- 
leaf, is a dearer book for his sake. Now, look 
at God through His gift. Many gifts He has 
bestowed upon us, aU precious, countless as the 
stars in the Milky Way, revealing infinite wealth 
and bounty; but this is His UnspeakMe GHft, 
wherein aU good is assured, telling us more about 
Him, and, specially, more about His Heart, than all 
His other gifts put together : — and in this gift I see 
what the Giver is. 

We may view Him as the Messenger of the 
Father; His Servant, His Prophet, His Chosen, 
in whom His soul delights, and whom He has 
anointed with His Spirit and sent to men. He 
came to speak the words and to do the works of 
God. God spoke by Him, making known His 
thoughts. His name. His will; even as He said, 
" My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent ma" 
This was the aspect in which, chiefly. His disciples 
viewed Him before His resurrection from the dead : 



24 THE FATHEB REVEALED IN JESUS. 

He was the Master to them. They waited for His 
words, as the dry land waits for dews and rains ; 
and they found them words of eternal life. Not 
like the thunderbolt that smites and scorches ; hut 
calm, simple, clear, childlike, revealing the deep 
things of God. Even yet the marvellous and sweet 
charm has not faded away before the larger know- 
ledge we have attaiued of the glory of His Person 
and the purposes and results of His Sacrifice ; as is 
seen by the welcome given to all true attempts 
to explain "the Words of Jesus." Besides His 
words, God wrought by Him ; even as He said just 
before His death, "I have glorified Thee on the 
earth ; I have finished the work which Thou gavest 
me to do." When one wishes to send a messenger 
on some errand in which he feels deeply interested, 
he chooses one who in mind and spirit shall well 
represent him. So has God done ; and I see Him 
through His Messenger, whose words, works, spirit, 
character, all express what the Father is. 

We may view Him as ^'the Lamh of God," — ''who 
taketh away the sin of the world." The name is a 
remarkable one, and at once calls up to a reader of 
the Old Testament the idea of sacrifice. No man, I 
think, can fail to see how our sin and misery must 
have pained Jesus through His kinship to us. He 
is the Brother born for the adversity ; and His very 
brotherhood implies the exposure of His heart to 
anguish on our account. He had a clear view of 
the hatefulness of sin in its own nature, of its 
unspeakable baseness, of the dreadfulness of its 
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consequences; and nnfalteringly He said Amen 
to the judgment of God upon it. And just in 
proportion to the purity and loftiness of His 
nature, and His love to both God and man, must 
have been the anguish produced in His bosom by 
our condition. I understand this from what I see 
among my feUow-men. I recall, for example, the 
words of Dr. Arnold, written beside Lake Como — 
"It is almost awful to look at the overwhelming 
beauty around me, and then think of moral evil ; 
it seems as if heaven and hell, instead of being 
separated by a great guK from one another, were 
absolutely on each other's confines, and indeed 
not far from every one of us." I quote these words 
to show how, in a noble nature, like that of Arnold, 
the very beauty that surrounds us brings out in 
more awful distinctness and painfulness the curse 
of sin ; and a thing like this helps me to imder- 
stand how the soul of the Noblest must have 
been filled with "sorrow even unto death" in 
such a world. 

But the name Larrib of God calls up stiU other 
ideas; specially the idea of His atoning Sacrifice. 
As I understand Scripture, this idea is a central one 
in it : if we miss this out, we may retain the shell, 
but we lose the kernel, of the gospel. The doctrine 
of an atoning sacrifice has been assailed from many 
quarters, and by arguments that seem mutually 
destructive. Some have rejected it as needless; 
God not being reaUy angry nor capable of taking 
vengeance, and man not being really guilty; for 
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"sin against God is an impossibility!' Some have 
rejected it as useless; God being precluded from 
pardoning sin at all: — we may obey the Divine 
law, or suffer its penalty; but "there can he no 
such thing as forgiveness." Some have rejected it 
as inconsistent with the merciful nature of God, who 
"pardons sin freely and at once," as I pardon a 
neighbour: "neither can there te any such thing 
as vicarious atonement." And some have rejected 
it as immoral; because "it can never be right to 
treat the innocent as the guUty, or to punish the 
innocent for the guilty." This is where the offence 
of Christianity really lies. If Jesus Christ would 
confine Himself to the teaching of morality. He 
would have the world on His side, theoretically: 
one way or other the cry swells up, just as of 
old, "Let Him come down from the Cross, and 
we will believe in Him." — Now, what saith the 
Scripture ? In approaching this inquiry, one should 
pay heed to the charge, " Put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet ; for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground.'* There is a shallow and presumptuous 
dogmatism on this side and on that, and a misty 
theorising, which are both equally to be avoided. 
Certainly the subject is not an easy one ; and the 
j&rst thing a wise man will do is, to observe care- 
fully the very words in which the subject is set 
forth in Scripture. The broad utterance of Scrip- 
ture is this : " Christ died for our sins" These few 
simple words, so soon spoken, bring us into the 
presence of the deepest and most blessed mysteries 



MANNER OF THE REVELATION. 27 

of the kingdom of heaven. As I understand the 
Book, His death has two grand relations : on the 
one side, to the Divine righteousness ; and on the 
other side, to the heart of the sinner. In its 
aspect to the Divine righteousness, it was for the 
manifestation of that righteousness "that He might 
be just and the justifier of him who believeth in 
Jesus." It was death voluntarily met: He laid 
down His life of Himself, and no man took it 
from Him. It was a death for others : He was 
"wounded for our transgressions and bruised for 
our iniquities ; " He " bore the sins of many ; " 
He "died for the ungodly," as peradventure some 
would even dare to die for a good man ; He gave 
His life for the sheep. It was the suffering of 
what He had not Himself deserved : He " suffered 
for sin" — He, the holy, harmless and undefiled; 
He "was made sin for us." And it was suffering 
for the putting away of sin : His " blood was shed 
for many for the remission of sin ; " that we 
" might be made the righteousness of God in Him ; " 
and His shed blood "cleanseth us from all sin." 
I grant that there is unfathomable mystery in aU 
this — ^mystery that does but deepen to expanding 
capacities and increasing knowledge ; but it lies 
in Scripture, not in a few isolated and obscure 
passages, but, I think, as its central doctrine. As 
to the relation of His death to the sinftd heart, 
it meets my thought, / dm^e, iiot draw nigh to God, 
I see that I may come to Him ; for He is " a just 
God and a Saviour." Nay, His death is a Divine 
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claim, of the very strongest kind, made upon my 
heart for an entire surrender to God. A pardon 
without a sacrifice would have been, comparatively, 
a feeble appeal to the sinful heart, and ineffectual 
to control the life. Man would have felt as about 
all gifts that cost the giver nothing. It is not 
pardon by itself — ^blissful as the boon is — but pardon 
coming through the sufferings of a Saviour — that 
takes the heart captive, and begets faith in a power 
mightier than selfishness. Thus I learn much 
respecting the Father by viewing Christ Jesus as 
the Lamb of God, connecting His sacrificial death 
with the principles which led to it and the moral 
results which spring out of it. There is everything 
in God, in point of righteoushess, truth and holiness, 
to command my boundless respect and confidence ; 
and everything, in point of mercy and tenderest 
loving-kindness, to win my grateful love and to 
draw me to Him. 

Once more, we may view Jesus as the " Eepre- 
sentative Image" of the Father. He is "the 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of His person." The eternal, unsearchable 
God is shown forth in Him. He has not merely 
told us about the Father; He has not merely in 
words declared what He is. He has done so, in 
words such as man never listened to before. But 
there is this besides; — ^whatsoever Jesus was on 
earth, that the Father is. In the words of Dr. 
John Owen, " He is the complete image and perfect 
representation of the Divine being and excellencies. 
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The invisible God, whose natnre and Divine excel- 
lencies our understandings can make no approach 
unto, doth in Him represent, exhibit, or make 
present unto our faith and spiritual sense, both 
Himself and all the glorious excellencies of His 
nature." Hence, "whosoever hath seen the Son, 
hath seen the Father also." Look at Jesus working 
that miracle — stilling the tempest, or giving sight 
to the blind : He is manifesting God! 8 'power; and 
it stands out before our eyes, not as bare, absolute 
Omnipotence, but power allied to infinite gentleness 
and love. Or see Him with that group of outcasts 
around Him, gazing with eager, hope-lighted eyes 
into His face, and drinking in His words of holy 
mercy ; He is manifesting GodJs attitvde toward 
sinners. Or see Him in His agony — His soul 
exceeding sorrowful even unto death, and His 
sweat falling like great blood-drops to the ground ; 
He is manifesting Gods holy hatred of sin, and His 
mighty compa^ssion for the 8inn£r ; — ^we see before us 
God the Sufferer. There is not an attribute of His 
character, nor a part of his counsel respecting us, 
but receives illustration in the life or death of His 
Son. 

The knowledge of God, then, according to the 
plan I design to pursue, is to be gathered from the 
old, sweet, simple story of the gospel — for ever new, 
for ever beautiful, with ever deepening meaning in 
it ; — ^how the Lord of life loved us ; how His love 
brought Him down from His Palace of light into 
the midst of us ; how He drank our water, and ate 
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our bread, and shared our human griefs and glad- 
nesses ; how He went about doing good ; how He 
bare our sicknesses and carried our sorrows ; how 
He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet 
without sin ; how He lived a perfect human life on 
earth — a life which, above every other, and in a 
higher sense, shone more and more imto the perfect 
day; how He died for us, and rose again, and 
ascended into heaven, where He is to-day in 
unimaginable glory, and is our friend stilL There 
is transcendent wisdom in this method which God 
has chosen for the exhibition of His eternal 
righteousness and love. It fits exactly into the 
peculiarities of our constitution. We know how 
the sob of a child, or the tears of a mother, will 
excite emotion and action beyond the most logical 
argument. The surest and deepest way of moving 
us is by truth embodied in life ; and this is the way 
that God has been pleased to take, in order that He 
might win our hearts to Himself. At first sight, 
when we look into the Four Gospels, the works of 
Jesus among men seem to be recorded almost at 
random, very much as they happened to occur to 
the memory of the writers ; and seem to lie in their 
pages like unanchored ships in a still summer sea, 
just as the winds have wafted them each one to its 
place. I believe that it will repay study to trace 
out the order which each evangelist observes; I 
believe it will show us aspects of the Lord which 
otherwise we might miss. Yet even failing to 
ascertain this order — and it is not my purpose to 
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trace it — ^the gospel narrative leads us deeper into 
the mystery of Divine knowledge than all mere 
abstract statements could. 

He is truly blind and self-ignorant who does not 
recognise our absolute need of the Holy Spirit, that 
we may understand the revelation given us in Christ 
Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit's ofl&ce to take of the 
things of Christ, and show them to us ; to glorify 
Christ ; to guide us into all truth, so that we shall 
both know and love it. The " Christian conscious- 
ness," in so far as it is anything real, is but the 
"new heart" which the Holy Spirit gives. It is 
impossible to take the very first step in knowledge 
without the stooping of the intellect before Him. 
It is impossible to make progress — ^receiving His 
thoughts into our hearts — ^without the willingness 
to follow whithersoever His light may lead us. 

The fulness of the knowledge given in Christ 
Jesus cannot be declared. Human language could 
not express the wondrous sum ; nor, though it were 
expressed, could human mind take it in. In this 
great sea, "the plummet of archangel's intellect 
hath never yet found soundings." " Canst thou by 
searching find out God ? Canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection ? It is high as heaven, 
what canst thou do ? Deeper than heU, what canst 
thou know ? The measure thereof is longer than 
the earth, and broader than the sea." Let us not 
forget that the very most we can know is but the 
bare rudiments of the knowledge. As our experi- 
ence deepens, and our minds expand, the words that 
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tell about Him to us now will seem to gain a greater 
and richer meaning. Our conception of what He 
is will become continually more lofty; — as the 
universe grows larger and more glorious to enlarging 
science. But when our present views seems to us 
as the views of childhood, and our knowledge of 
Him has reached its greatest, there stiU remains an 
infinity to explore. To comprehend the Infinite 
would require that we be infinite ourselves. It is 
related of Augustine that once, meditating deeply 
of God, he walked by the sea-shore. A little child 
was dipping a shell in the sea, and carrying its fill 
of water to a hollow in the sand. " My child, what 
are you doing ? " asked the father ; and the child 
replied, " I am going to put the sea into this hole." 
Augustine walked on, smiling ; and a voice seemed 
to say to him, " Thou, too — art not thou, too, doing 
the like, in thinhing to comprehend the depths of God 
in the narrow limits of thy finite mind ? " Even so 
with all creature-knowledge of God. Though all 
the archangels were to utter all they know, there 
would still remain an infinity untold. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE FATHEE A SPIRITUAL, ALL-PRESENT PERSONALITY. 

Taking our stand at the time when Jesus appeared 
in the world, and surveying the religious state of 
mankind, several things at once attract notice. 
Probably the first is the prevalence of an idolatrotis 
Polytheism, The gods cannot be counted for multi- 
tude. Everywhere, even amidst scenes of natural 
grandeur which might have been expected to 
render the thiag impossible, we find men bowing 
down to idols of gold, or sUver, or wood, or stone, 
the work of their own hands ; to birds and beasts 
and creeping things; or to the host of heaven. 
There is scarcely an object above or beneath that 
has not been deified and worshipped. Not merely 
by rude barbarians, but by the most intellectual, 
subtle-thoughted, highly-civilized races on the face 
of the earth. When Paul, for example, came to 
Athens, the very hearth of ancient wisdom, he found 
the city " wholly given to idolatry." That idolatry 
was, indeed, virtually condemned even among them- 
selves. Certain of their own poets had said, " For 
h 
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we are also His offspriTig;^^ — and if we are His 
ofifspring — we, with the glorious gift of reason, with 
the faculty to look before and after, with that moral 
nature which makes us the subjects of moral law, 
with these mounting, flame-like affections that seek 
the skies — ^we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold or silver or stone, graven by art 
and man's device. Originally, it may be, these 
natural forms or sculptured images were expressive 
of thoughts not utterly false ; the thoughts sculp- 
tured, molten, graven, painted, that men might the 
better apprehend them; but in the long nm, the 
thought was lost, and only the image remained — 
like beautiful, many-coloured sea-sheUs from which 
the life that once inhabited them has passed away. 
Whatever the explanation of idolatry, it was found 
everywhera Here and there, indeed, were men of 
larger thought, who were sceptical of the popular 
beliefs — men who seemed to have obtained dim 
glimpses of a living and true God, whose eternal 
power and Godhead even nature declares, — " The 
Creator and Father of the universe,'* as Plato calls 
Him, " whom it is hard to find, and whom, being 
found, it is impossible to make known to all ; " and 
others there were who had a sort of philosophical 
deity, fashioned out of the conceptions of their own 
minds; and others who secretly laughed at truth 
and superstition alike, saying (whether in indiffer- 
ence or bitterness, I cannot tell), " What God is, if 
in truth He he anything distinct from the world, it is 
beyond the compass of man's v/nderstandiv^ to know ; " 
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yet for one reason or other, they all paid outward 
respect to the existing religions; like Naaman 
bowing in the House of Einunon. And so every 
land was "polluted with idols." In the powerful 
lines of the Apostle Paul, " Professing themselves to 
he wise, they became fools, and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God into an image made like 
to corruptible man, and to birds and four-footed 
beasts and creeping things." It could not have 
been believed possible imless men — and such men — 
had actually done it. 

Besides idolatry, there is Atheism in the world. 
There are men here and there who have abandoned 
all faith in the unseen and the spiritual, to whom 
there are only " generative powers," " vital energies," 
" eternal laws ; " and who accept the creed of dark- 
ness. There is no God. Some there were who, with- 
out attaining to the truth, yet rejected the idols 
of the crowd, and the poor, pale, spectral deities of 
the philosophers, and whose cry of No God was 
partly a cry of deepest agony, and partly was meant 
as a revolt against the foul and brutish superstitions 
amidst which they lived ; as perhaps in the case of 
Lucretius — 

** Who dropped his plummet down the broad 
Deep universe, and said No God, 
Finding no bottom." 

But, however reached, the creed is a dreadful one 
for men to hold. All the more dreadful if they 
hold it sincerely. Most dreadful of all if they like 
to hold it Than this creed there is no briefer or 
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more awful combination of words possible. Try to 
conceive the condition of such men. Above them 
is a vacant heaven, whose throne is empty; and 
at their feet, the black abyss of nothingness, into 
which one by one they are stumbling. At best, 
the universe, thronged with ordered hosts of worlds, 
resplendent with glorious beauty, teeming with all 
wondrous forms of life, singing its great Hallelujah 
in voices of every compassr— this great universe, if 
not eternal, is but a splendid accident. The sum 
of morality is reducible to this, " Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die." The human gene- 
rations are but as caravans moving through a wil- 
derness strewed with the bleaching bones of former 
pilgrims ; with grassy plots and weUs of water and 
palm-trees here and there, but no Promised Land 
beyond. And if at any time these men stumble 
unexpectedly upon some manifestation of God that 
may not be denied, they start suddenly with some- 
thing of the feeling, " Hast Thou found me, mine 
enemy ? " For this is the philosophy of the largest 
part of Atheism, " The fool hath said in his heart. 
There is no God : — they are corrupt ; they have done 
abominahle works; there is none that doeth good,^^ 
They cannot afford to believe in a God who rules 
the world in Strength and Eighteousness. For 
these men, from whose firmament God has been 
blotted out, the universe is dark and dreary and 
lonely, past aU thought. At times they feel it so 
themselves. In those moments or hours of reality, 
to which none are utter strangers, the amazed soul, 
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starting from its dream of seK-sufficiency, throws a 
blank and ghastly look around, to find itseK 

** Alone, alone, all, all alone, 
Alone on a wide, wide sea." 

Oh, what a universe! — amoving into the densest 
blackness of the Shadow of Death ! The blessed 
Father is gone : and the glory of creation is 
quenched ; the music of the spheres is silent ; the 
stars look down on orphan man with melancholy 
eyes ; the melodies of earth are turned into a wail; 
its beauty has grown sad as on a funeral eve ; the 
sweetness and the hope of being are drunk up ; the 
tears of the mourner, and the joy of the bridegroom 
and the bride are alike a folly; all that seemed 
glorious is shrivelled like a scorched leaf; our 
human life at its grandest is only a march to the 
tomb; — and we, miserable orphans — ^it had been 
better that we had never been bom. 

Then there is the "glittering dream" of the 
Pantheist — (a dream indeed, so shifbing and 
nebulous and uncertain, the dreamer intoxicated 
with the wine of speculation) — ^who deifies nature ; 
who views the universe, not as made by God, 
but as His self-development — shaped, moulded, 
organized, but not created; who regards all indi- 
vidual existence as flowing from the Universal 
Spirit, and returning into Him again, as the 
misty exhalation comes back to the lake or river 
from whence it rose; who obliterates the essen- 
tial distinction between good and evil (evil being 
merely the green apple, and good the ripe); wb'' 
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annihilates morality, and leaves no room for the 
cry which yet anguished hearts will raise, " What 
must I do to he saved ? " 

And there are others, found in the Chosen 
Nation, to whom God is only a Being spoken of 
in traditions and ancient parchments; not the 
living God, but shadowy, abstract, unreal ; an airy 
phantom, demanding no personal submission, and 
no more to them for fear and trust and love and 
joy than a graven or molten image; calling up 
no feeling within them like the Psalmist's, when 
he said, "0 God, Thou art my God; early will 
I seek Thee : my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh 
longeth for Thee, in a dry and thirsty land where 
no water is." 

I am afraid we have these things among our- 
selves to-day. I am afraid we have idolatry. We 
do not indeed make gods of silver or gold — ^partly 
because it is too expensive, and partly because it 
is not the fashion; but we put together certain 
intellectual conceptions, and worship a god con- 
structed of the notions of our own brain ; which 
is as real idolatry as the worship of Baal or Ash- 
taroth. I am afraid we have atheism among us, 
in deep under-currents, more extensively than 
we think; and a subtle pantheism; and certainly 
we have shadow-worship, thousands denying the 
living God, and attempting to sustain their 
spiritual nature on a few phrases and shrunken 
logical propositions, which they have named The 
Truth, 
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Jesus comes into this chaos of conflicting 
opinions, and reveals the Father as a living, aU- 
present Personality : Gody for the atheist who fails 
to see or denies Him ; one God, for the polytheist 
to whom there are lords many and gods many ; a 
personal God, for the pantheist to whom God is but 
the reason or spirit of the universe; a spiritual 
God, for the idolater who bows down to the work of 
his own hands; a God who is all-present^ for the 
mere creed-holder who removes Him far away, and 
worships His shadow, and whose whole possession 
is a fossiUzed orthodoxy. 

In the revelation given us in Jesus, God is not a 
shadow, an abstraction, a conception of the mind, a 
System of Influences denoted by a short algebraic 
symbol, but a Personal Bemg, In nothing, perhaps, 
does the teaching of Jesus contrast more boldly 
with that of all merely human philosophy than 
hera I observe some process going on in nature, 
and the phUosopher steps forward and informs me 
that it is going on under certain laws which he 
expounds. Explanation follows explanation — ^true 
and sound — ^till I find myself in the midst of a vast 
system of natural forces, controlled and harmonized 
by great "laws"-^wheel working into wheel with 
the nicest exactness. But somehow this seems 
inadequate; and does not meet the necessities of 
my heart, which, in spite of all that science dis- 
closes, will still inscribe its altar to the Unknown 
GoA Who appointed these laws? Who admin- 
isters them ? Whose purpose do they work out ? I 
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cannot love the laws of nature ; I cannot worsliip 
them; I cannot pray to them; I cannot hold 
fellowship with them : — for love and worship and 
prayer and fellowship (aU which things I know 
that I am made for) — I need a personal God. 

And such a God Jesus reveals. We cannot read 
the New Testament account of Him without seeing 
this. Any one, for example, who glances over what 
is commonly called The Sermon on the Mount, will 
perceive how vividly the Divine personality is there 
brought into view. And that is a fair specimen of 
the teaching of Jesus, so far as this matter is con- 
cerned. He does not merely tell us about God, 
and give us notions respecting Him ; He brings us 
into His living presenca He does not say There 
are so many doctrines to believe ahout Him; but, 
There is the living God ITimself. He'brings us into 
the presence of a Creator, who " hath life in Him- 
self," and who " raiseth up the dead and quickeneth 
them ; " an Upholder, without whom not a sparrow 
falls to the ground nor a hair from our head; a 
BeTief actor, who "maketh His sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust;" a loving-hearted Giver, who 
" so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son ; " a Helper and Keeper, out of whose hand none 
can pluck; a Buler, who is "Lord of heaven and 
earth ; " a Father to whom I myself, in my guilti- 
ness, and pollution, and utter want, may arise and 
go, with the cry of faith and penitence on my lips, 
" Father, I have sirmed, and am no more won^thy to 
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be called Thy child" whom I am to address in 
prayer as " Our Father who art in heaven^" and in 
whose House are many mansions. Thus the God 
whom Jesus reveals is a Person. And this is what 
the human spirit needs and cannot do without — a 
living God to whom I may come and unbosom my- 
self, in whom I may trust, to whom I may give my 
hand in the darkness, who can hear me, pity me, 
love me, guide me, sustain me, save me ; and before 
whom I may pour forth all the love and gladness 
of my heart. 

This living personal God is a Spirit, The whole 
Divine manifestation given in Jesus is, so to 
speak, founded on this as a basis ; and you cannot 
understand the revelation He has made, unless 
you recognize this trutL There were ancient sages 
who had some sort of conception of the Divine 
spirituality ; but it was a dim, confused, uncertain 
conception, ever fading from the mind, and exerting 
slightest moral influence ; they despaired of its ever 
becoming a heritage of the common people; and 
they held it very much as a philosophic mystery. 
But the doctrine lies at the very foimdation of the 
religion of Jesus, and is to be apprehended by every 
disciple. It is implied in the whole life and teach- 
ing of Jesus, which are absolutely iminteUigible if 
it be denied. It is stated plainly in those illus- 
trious words addressed to the woman of Samaria, 
incomparable for depth and simplicity, " God is a 
Spirit ; and they that worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and in truth." 
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It is only as we are ourselves partakers of a 
spiritual nature that we can understand this great 
doctrine. Some, indeed, try to make the matter 
plain by teUing us that a spirit is '' inmiaterial." 
It cannot be seen, or touched, or handled. It has 
not length, or breadth, or solidity, and cannot be 
confined within stone walls. All this is true, and 
useful in distinguishing spirit from matter. It cer- 
tainly clears away idolatry. You can make no like- 
ness of a spirit ; none, of the Eternal and Absolute 
Spirit. You cannot express what that Spirit is, 
in the most perfect shapes and the most precious 
material — in Pentelican marble or sculptures from 
the hand of a Phidias. The Godhead, being 
spiritual, is not like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and man's device. Still, I do not get 
any positive knowledge by being told that a spirit is 
not material, any more than a blind man can know 
what light is by being told that it is not sound. I 
believe that this is the wrong track; and that, 
however far we may pursue it, we shall obtain 
absolutely no knowledge of this matter. 

I repeat, that we can understand God's spirituality 
only as we understand our own. In the writings of 
the Apostle Paul, our constitution is spoken of as 
threefold, consisting of body, soul, and spirit. Thus, 
in 1 Thess. v. 23, he says, " I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." Ac- 
cording to this division, we have a lody^ curiously 
made by Him who is wonderful in counsel and 
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excellent in working, whereby we stand in connec- 
tion with the outer world, its senses the gateways 
of knowledge (opening, however, to the material, 
not directly to the spiritual), and itself the master- 
piece of God's earthly works. Then, there is the 
soul, with its natural understanding and beautiful 
human affections; very noble, yet not capable of 
knowing God. " The natural " — ^literally, the soulish 
— "man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; neither can he know them;" just as the ear 
cannot sea Last and highest, distinguishing " clay 
with the breath of God in it " from all other clay 
however finely organized and shaped, is the spirit — 
living, conscious, intelligent, emotional, voluntary; 
in virtue of which we are responsible moral agents. 
The existence of a spirit in man evinces itself in 
those moral qualities and functions which dis- 
tinguish him from all other creatures in this world. 
To make the matter simple, suppose that a horse- 
man rides leisurely through some district of country 
previously unknown to him. Now his path lies 
between dripping hedgerows gUstening in the early 
light; now he skirts an ancient wood; now he 
crosses an alder-fringed brooklet ; now he climbs a 
height whence he looks down, on the one hand, 
upon a historic plain, and on the other, upon the 
distant ocean, with populous villages lining its 
shores. The scenery is fine, and the spirit of the 
man kindles in beholding it. Its beauty, its 
associations, its analogies, all speak to his heart; 
and look how eye and countenance are lighted up ! 
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The external scene is the same to the horse as to his 
rider ; but yet, because the one has and the other 
has not, a spirit-nature, they gaze on different 
worlds. Because I have a spirit-nature, I can 
look abroad on God's earth, and in every rood of 
it can perceive meaning, beauty, glory, mystery. 
Because I have a spirit-nature, I can know the 
true, the fair, the good. Because I have a spirit- 
nature, I am capable of wonder and faith and love 
and worship. Because I have a spirit-nature, I 
can admire heroic and noble lives, and feel myseK 
moved inwardly by great deeds. Because I have 
a spirit-nature, I am capable of a ruin to which 
no other creature on earth can descend, or of a 
blessedness and purity to whose height no imagi- 
nation has ever risen. 

Now, having myseK a spirit-nature, I am prepared 
for the doctrine that God is a Spirit He is not, 
indeed, to be compared with other spirits; for 
they are created and He is uncreated; they are 
dependent and He is independent; they are 
changeable and He is unchangeable ; they are 
finite and He is infinite ; but He is a Spirit as 
truly, and in the same sense, as they. He appears 
throughout the revelation given in Jesus as the 
possessor and source of life, understanding, emotion, 
will. Of life; which He owes to none, "having 
life in HimseK." Of understanding ; for He seeth 
in secret, knows our hearts, is acquainted with 
our needs, and is able to conduct the moral govern- 
ment of the universe. Of emotion; not a "cast- 
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iron " Deity, not Fate, not Chance, but a King and 
a Father — ^having compassion, grie^ anger, love, joy, 
delight in goodness and purity and truth — ^having 
such emotions really and not by a mere figure of 
speecL And of vrUl; which Jesus reveals to be 
holy and Fatherly, supremely worthy of being 
done on earth as it is done in heaven — ^the sum of 
creaturely virtue being to do this will in love and 
delight I do not at present touch on His moral 
character; that will engage our attention after- 
wards ; I only say, in a word, that " God is Light " 
and God is Zove'* 

This doctrine is pregnant with instruction. If 
God is a Spirit, this tells us of what kind our 
worship of Him must be ; not sensuous and 
external, performed "with men's Tiands;" not a 
service of postures and forms and outward acts ; 
not even of intellect, feeling, and imagination 
alone ; but worship " in spirit and in truth." In a 
sense, all His works praise Him : the heavens and 
heavenly orbs, the showers and dew, the winds of 
God, fire and heat, winter and summer, frost and 
cold, ice and snow, nights and days, light and 
darkness, lightnings and clouds, the earth, with its 
mountains and hills, and all the green things that 
it brings forth; the birds that swim in its atmo- 
sphere, and the beasts that move on its surface ; its 
fruitful lands and wells and seas and floods — all 
His works praise Him. But only with what one 
has called "passive praise" The worship to be 
rendered hy its is worship suited to God's own 
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nature, and answering to the faculties with which 
He has endowed u^ — worship "in spirit and in 
trutL" Yet this is what men, the world over, are 
slowest to give. They will rear costly and gorgeous 
temples ; they will task imagination and intellect 
to the utmost, to devise a magnificent ritual ; they 
will impoverish themselves to build up "gay 
religions, full of pomp and gold," thrilling to the 
delicious witchery of music and beauty ; they will 
multiply prayers and fastings; they will lacerate 
the flesh, and go barefoot, and bow the knee, though 
it should be on naked flint : but the very last thing 
they think of giving is that worship " in spirit and 
in truth" which the Divine spirituality requires. 
Pew things are more painful for the Christian mind 
to observe in the present day than that incapacity 
of spiritual worship which characterizes so many. 
Shrewd, quick-sighted, worldly, bargain-making 
men, acquainted with the markets and the stock 
exchange; able to pronounce on any question of 
political economy; knowing how to subdue the 
earth and have dominion over it; but oh, how 
undevout ! We cannot look up — or only for a 
moment or two. We are so low-thoughted, so 
earthly, so unspiritual, that even in this grand 
" Cathedral of Immensity," with its incense clouds, 
and choral harmonies, and solemn glories, and calls 
to adoring worship, our hearts are dumb. 

Jesus has revealed the Father as an All-present 
Personality. Not far away, in the dim distance of 
immensity, sitting on a throne high and Ufted up, 
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surrounded by His angels, in some world of bound- 
less blessedness; but though invisible, yet ever- 
near. I just touch that edge which lies next us of 
a truth which is to us incomprehensible, yet worthy 
of devoutest contemplation, that God is an Infinite 
Spirit — ^pervading space out to its "flaming bounds" 
— ^absolutely limitless in His being. We use the 
word "infinite-/^ but we have, and can have, no 
corresponding conception. We see the direction in 
which the truth runs ; but it stretches away utterly 
beyond the ken of our vision. The archangel can 
no more grasp it than the child of seven summers. 
The thing that we can understand is God's constant 
nearness to us and to everything that breathes. I 
engage in my daily work — the invisible God is with 
me ; I walk out into the quiet fields — ^the invisible 
God is at my right hand; I lie down to rest in my 
silent chamber — ^the invisible God is about my bed. 
I cannot be where He is not : He is the ever-near. 
Suppose a case like this : — ^A young boy is blind ; 
the gateway of light for ever shut till the Ejphphaiha 
of the resurrection-morning. Yet is he kept as a 
flower in a garden lying soutL Every night when 
he is tired, he is led to a soft and downy couch, 
and low-speaking lips kiss him, and ask God's 
blessed keeping for him. Every morning when he 
awakes, love meets and welcomes him. All through 
the day, he is watched by loving eyes, and tended 
by gentle-touching hands, and every want is anti- 
cipated. Wherever he goes, he finds that careful 
Love goes with him, guiding him, guarding him 
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from harm, ministering to his comfort and happi- 
ness. He sees nothing ; only he knows ' 

" The foliage by its coolness, 
The roses by their smell, 
And all creation's fulness 
By Love's invisible." 

He sees no one ; yet he knows that watchful Love 
is ever near. So near, so ever near, is God. And 
to my mind there is something deeply impressive 
in tJie manner in which Jesns reveals this. He 
does not once declare it in so many words. Among 
all His words, you find nothing exactly parallel to 
the Hundred and Thirty-Ninth Psalm, " Lord, 
Them hast searched 7ne and known me ; Thou knowest 
my downsitting and mine uprising; Thou wnder- 
standest my thoughts afar off!* If you seek proof- 
passages of the Divine omnipresence, you will find 
more of them in the Old Testament than in the 
New. But, following the evangelic narrative, Jesus 
efoer is a^ if the Father were beside Him. He speaks 
as to One always present. When He raised Lazarus 
from the grave. He cried with a loud voice : when 
He speaks to His Father, it is always as if He were 
nigL He looks upon the lilies of the field — the 
heavenly Father gives them their sweetness and 
beauty. He sees the birds of the air — ^the heavenly 
Father feedeth them. He sees the five sparrows 
that are sold for two farthings — ^not one of them is 
forgotten before God, or falls to the ground without 
Him. He points to the sun and the rain-cloud — 
the heavenly Father makes the sun to shine and the 
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rain to descend. He looks around Him in the 
temple — it is ''my Father's house," where He 
shows Himself nigh to them that are of contrite 
and humble spirit ; — ^the children meet Him there. 
And so throughout the recorded life of Jesus : 
He shows us the footprints of the Father every- 
where around us — ^the tokens of His presence 
and loving care — and reveals Him as the ever- 
near. 

In speaking of God as an All-present Personality, 
I touch also the side that lies nearest us of another 
great doctrine, the doctrine of His eternal being. 
We measure time by the swing of a pendulum, or 
by the rising and setting of s\ms ; and we speedily 
pass away, and our works after us. He is " from 
everlasting to everlasting." He is '' the King 
eternal, immortal, and invisible." "Of old hast 
Thou laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of Thy hands : they shall 
perish but Thou shalt eudure; yea, all of them 
shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt 
Thou change them, and they shall be changed, but 
Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no 
end." You take steel and flint, in a long dark 
night, and strike them together, and there is a 
momentary flasL In the presence of Him who is 
ever near to every creature — who is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting — the whole past duration of 
this bright material universe is but as that spark 
struck out in the night-time. 

It is one of the fundamental things in godliness 

D 
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to know and realize the continual presence with us 
of the great Unseen Spirit. A thousand foes be- 
leaguer my soul, and lie in wait, and assault it 
through the gates of sense. A thousand fears rise 
up in my path to terrify me, and a thousand 
smiling joys to seduce and allure me. But to be 
as seeing Him who is invisible — what a defence 
against fear ! What a perennial, full-flowing spring 
of joy and strength and calmness and purity ! How 
it sustains the soul in trouble, whether in the 
fierce, tumultuous storm-blast, or in the slow years 
of weary sorrow, creeping on with sluggish pace ! 
There is a little garret-room — I recall what I have 
seen — with a single window looking out to the 
smoke and chimneys of a great city. The marks of 
poverty are abundant in its worn and scanty fur- 
niture. A few sickly flowers are in the window, 
testifying to the longing which never deserts even 
the most afflicted, to have but a glimpse of Nature's 
sweet face, or but the edge of her smile. There is 
a rough couch in the room, and a thin, pale, wasted 
woman lies upon it. For years she has scarcely 
risen from that bed. For years she has been sub- 
ject to wasting pain. Her friends are seldom with 
her; they are poor, and cannot afford the luxury 
of constantly attending her. But her long trouble 
has not soured her. Her room is perhaps the 
happiest and lightsomest in that whole city. Go 
in upon her when you may, you find the same 
calm contentment, the same sweet chastened look, 
the same quiet, all but celestial, peace. Poor caged 
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bird, she sings to God as gladly as the lark at 
heaven-gates. If one could take down the words 
she utters, and the tone in which they are uttered — 
if one could teU the heavenly thoughts that are 
unspoken, and that give the celestial calmness to 
that marble brow, the world might learn the 
blessed joy and power of a sense of God's con- 
stant nearness. "Nevertheless I am continually 
with Thee; Thou hast holden me by my right 
hand." 

And to know God as ever-present, what a help it 
is in prayer ! The great Being to whom I pray is 
nearer me than my fellow-men — nearer me than my 
danger ; so close to me, that He can hear not my 
cry only but my whisper — ^not my whisper only 
but the beat of my heart. " The Hearer and the 
Answerer of prayer'' we often caU Him, as if resting 
our faith on His own account of Himself. But the 
word '^Answerer'* is not in the passage: it is "0 
Thou that hearest prayer." And the hearing is the 
dijB&cult thing for our poor human hearts to believe 
in. How few of us realize, and these few how 
imperfectly, that in prayer we speak to a Listener : 
that the Ear which hears the praises of eternity is 
open for us ! Our cry seems lost in the infinite 
spaces above us ; and we feel sometimes as if we 
might as weU address the winds or the deaf ocean. 
Could we only realize that God is near, it would be 
'an easier thing to speak to Him ; for then should 
we be sure that our prayer, though feeble as the 
voice of a lisping child, and though it seems to be 
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drowned in this world's great din, yet enters the 
ears of the Bang of the Universe ; yea, that He 
hears us though we cannot find words, and are 
but as babes " whose cries for the breast are weep- 
ings." 

Many live in this strange world, filled with 
tokens of a Divine presence, just as if there were 
no God. If in words they admit His existence, 
they do not wish to have Him nigh at hand, but 
rather far away, at a sufficient distance not to 
disquiet them ; as the Eussians say, God is in 
heaven, and the Czar is far away. They never 
felt within themselves, " Blessed is the man whom 
Thou choosest and causest to approach unto Thee." 
The deep wish of their hearts is, " Depart from us, 
for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways." The 
consequence is that they station Him in the farthest 
background of their life, and curtain him off from 
sight lest He should trouble them. Perhaps some one 
who glances his eye carelessly over these words feels 
within himself that he would be uneasy, alarmed, 
terrified, ready to give up the ghost, if he thought 
that God were really nigh to him. my brother, 
what must be your moral state when it is necessary 
to your tranquillity that you should banish all 
thought of the infinite Purity and the infinite 
Love! 

To aU who are so living I desire to reiterate, God 
is near. He is near you now ; yea, at the very door 
of your heart He has been near you in all your 
forgetfulness of Him, visiting you with unwearied 
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loving-kindness and tender mercies. Even pain 
itself has been but the urgency of love, that would 
awaken and save you. He was near you in the 
darkness — in the solitude — ^when you were sinning 
against Him. And He will be near you to-night 
in your chamber, ere you lie down to sleep — near 
you in His essence, in His holiness, in His infinite 
grace, that you may come unto Him in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Take advantage of that nearness; 
bolt your chamber-door, shut the world out, and 
then and there bow low at His feet, and confess 
your sin, and lay hold upon His mercy. Suppose 
you have wronged some earthly friend whose fellow- 
ship was life to you, and have cast his love away. 
The ocean separates you. You know not where to 
find him, or even if he be yet aliva In reviewing 
the past, you have seen your fault, and have said 
with inward relenting. Oh if my injured frieTid were 
Imt here, I would acknowledge my fault, and imjplore 
his forgiveness ! Well, God is here — ^the God whom 
you have sinned against, and used so ungratefully. 
Speak to Him at once ; acknowledge your sin, tell 
Him all that is in your heart; remembering the 
Cross, cry out, "Have mercy upon me, Grod, 
according to thy loving-kindness; according unto 
the multitude oiF Thy tender mercies, blot out my 
transgressions." There is mercy with Him — mercy 
that rises above thy highest thought, as the heaven 
is high above the earth — ^righteous mercy consistent 
with all the glories of His regal character. " / said 
(that was all — I had got no farther — I had only 
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mid) I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord ; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin,^^ 
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from aU 
unrighteousness." 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FATHER'S KNOWLEDGE. 

That God is an Intelligence must be clear to every 
one who observes His works. It suits the sinful 
heart, however, to keep this out of view. Scripture 
names it as one of the marks of ungodliness to say. 
How doth God know ? and is there knowledge in the 
Most Highi The wicked man, who through the 
pride of his countenance will not seek after God, is 
represented as muttering to himself, God hath for- 
gotten ; He hideth Hisfa/^e ; He will never see it. In 
every new generation, there have been new devices 
to take off the edge from the doctrine of the Divine 
Omniscience — ^which is so terrible a doctrine to sin 
— devices ranging from that of the j&rst pair, who 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden, to that of the modern 
unbeliever, who hides from the same presence 
amidst general laws. 

In the beautiful old prayer of Hannah, the 
mother of Samuel, this line occurs, " The Lord is a 
God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed." 
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This idea is presented times without number in the 
Old Testament, and in all variety of ways. He is 
the All-hearing, He hears the voice, the cry, the 
weeping, the groaning, the whisper, the desire of 
His creatures, by night and by day, over the whole 
earth. He hears not only the prayers and praises 
" directed " to Him by faithful hearts ; but the 
sighing of the prisoner from his deep dungeon, and 
the secret words of the man who privily slandereth 
the righteous. He is the All-seeing. His eyes " are 
in every place, beholding the evil and the good." 
" Hell is naked before Him, and destruction hath 
no covering." "There is no darkness nor shadow 
of death" — in Space or in Eternity — ''where the 
workers of iniquity may hide themselves." This 
doctrine of His Omniscience is presented with un- 
paralleled fulness, majesty, and solemn impressive- 
ness in the Hundred and Thirty-Ninth Psalm. We 
find it one of the most difficult of all things to 
know ourselves, in our moral being. The thoughts, 
emotions, desires, within me, that breathe like the 
wind, that flit and change like the northern lights 
— ^what do they mean ? What do they indicate 
respecting me ? I cannot rightly telL I do not 
fuUy know myseK; I know not what is mine and 
what is inbreathed from ^Hthout ; I am a mystery 
to myseK : but " Thou, Lord, hast searched me 
and known me : " — aU the secrets of my being are 
open to Thee. " Thou knowest my downsitting and 
mine uprising ; " not the outward fact alone, but its 
reason, purpose, meaning. "Thou understandest 
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my thought afai* off" — ere yet it is distinctly formed 
in the mind. " Thou compasseth my path and my 
lying down" — so that I am ever in the awful 
Presence, surrounded by Deity; and Thou ''art 
acquainted with aU my ways " — ^the subtle ways of 
desire as well as the going of my feet. Even the 
unborn word, that is yet in my tongue, and has 
not found voice, is audible to Thee : " There is not 
a word in my tongue, but lo ! Lord, Thou knowest 
it altogether." Yea, I am encompassed by Thee 
continually : " Thou hast beset me behind and 
before, and laid Thine hand upon me." Over- 
whelmed with amazement, I exclaim, " Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; 
I cannot attain unto it." But may we not escape 
somewhere ? May we not hide from what the 
sinful heart calls the oppression of His eye ? WTiere 
shall we hide ? Neither the heights of Heaven nor 
the depths of Sheol, neither the farthest East nor 
the farthest West, contains a lurking-place that His 
eye does not penetrate and His hand reach. " If I 
ascend into heaven, Thou art there ; if I make my 
bed in hell, behold Thou art there ; if I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead 
me, and Thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, 
Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the 
night shall be light about ma Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from Thee; but the night shineth as 
the day : the darkness and the light are both alike 
to Thee." 
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This great doctrine is brought into view very 
wonderfully in the life and teaching of Jesus. Not 
by formal statement and assertion ; not as an ab- 
stract truth ; but in a much more natural and living 
way. We may assert and prove a man's generous 
nature ; or we may record his generous deeds and 
exhibit his generous spirit without remark or com- 
ment ; and to most minds this latter method will 
prove the more impressive. So it is in the life and 
teaching of Jesus : we are not brought face to face 
with omniscience as a Divine Attribute ; but a sense 
of being always and completely known to God is 
planted in our inmost spirit. 

Eead, for example, what Jesus says about prayer. 
The Father, to whom He bids me pray, hears and 
sees in secret ; hears and sees me — a unit amidst 
countless millions of creatures. He knows what 
things I have need of before I ask Him. He knows 
what will be best to give, so as really to fulfil my 
desires ; He knows what is bread for His child and 
what is only a stone, on which I would but break 
my teeth ; He sees the fulness in the embryo, the 
eternal in the present ; so that I may safely leave 
everything with Him, and trust Him to send the 
best answer, calmly saying, Thy will he done. Thus 
Jesus teaches me, in the most weighty (as in the 
lightest) concerns of my life, to place confidence in 
a Father who is All-knowing. Or again, read what 
He says about providence. My heavenly Father, 
who notices with loving eye the fowls of the air 
and the lilies of the field, sees all His child's goings ; 
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knows my circumstances; is perfectly acquainted 
with all that lies hidden from me ; has numbered 
the very hairs of my head ; and so I may safely 
surrender myself to His disposal, saying (whatso- 
ever cup He holds out to me) — The cup which my 
Father giveth me, shall I not drink it ? Underlying 
all this, pervading it, vivifying it, is the doctrine of 
God's absolute and perfect knowledga And so it 
is throughout the whole life and teaching of Jesus : 
He plants within us a sense of being always and 
completely known to our Father in heaven. 

Men look on the doctrine of God's Omniscience 
as a doctrine to frighten sinners witL " secret 
sinner" — they say — "God sees you." Truly a 
terrible thought to the sinful heart! The man 
cannot sin so comfortably who takes it in. It must 
cause some tremor even in the twilight, in the 
evening, in the black and dark night, to the yoimg 
man on his way to the haimts of vice, and rnay 
make him turn back again. But the doctrine has 
manifold other uses. For example, what a conception 
it gives us of the Greatness of God^s Nature ! He 
knows me, in my heart and history. He knows in 
their nature, and measure, and incidence all the 
spiritual forces, however hidden and subtle, that 
bear upon me. He knows every other human 
being throughout the world in like manner. He 
knows every fact in the world, down to the min- 
utest. He knows all the worlds of space and all 
that is going on in them. He knows all the past 
and all the future, from everlasting to everlasting. 



60 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

I am overwhelmed when I think upon these things. 
I feel my nothingness in the presence of His in- 
finite Greatness. 

What a conception, too, of the Mercy of His 
Nature ! I think how much He must see and hear 
in this world that is offensive to Him. I think of 
the evil works that are done ; and I remember that 
He sees them all. I think of the evil words that 
are spoken — the falsehoods, perjuries, impieties, 
blasphemies — the proud words, the passionate 
words, the cruel words, the foul words — that are 
spoken or whispered over the earth; and I re- 
member that God hears them all. I think of the 
evil desires and purposes in men's hearts, that are 
restrained from breaking out only by Providence ; 
and I remember that God kTWws them all And yet 
He is patient ; not only patient but kind ; not 
only kind but merciful, and merciful past all 
thought. Knowing the very worst about us. He 
sends forth to men the message of repentance and 
forgiveness, making us welcome back to His 
bosom. 

What a conception, too, of the Holiness of His 
Nature! Familiarity with evil blunts our moral 
sensibilities, and frequently leads even good men 
into sins that at first they would have shrunk from. 
The saintliest man living could not accustom him- 
self to mingle with wicked companions without 
sustaining a spiritual blight. We find it necessary 
for our own protection to pray, " Turn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity : " we feel that we dare 
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not venture to look upon it. One great evil of 
the Eomish confessional lies in the injury that 
is done to him who hears confession. A priest 
sits in his box, and people come and tell him 
their sins — pour into his ear the story of their 
abominations — and he hears the whole! Setting 
aside every other consideration, what a dreadful 
thing for the priest! No creature could bear 
such a thing — no, not an archangel — no being 
except God. And He sees, hears, knows all ; and 
remains the Holy, Holy, Holy One. 

And wJiat a help this doctrine of the Divine 
Omniscience is in prayer ! A help in many obvious 
ways, and particularly in this : My Father under- 
stands me when I pray. I have been in a house, 
and heard a child speaking to his father, and I 
did not know a single word that the child said. 
He went on lisping and stammering and clipping 
his words and running them together, and a 
stranger could not tell one syllable of all that 
he uttered. But I observed that his father knew 
it all ; knew every word that his dear child said ; 
and they could carry on a conversation in the 
presence of others which none but themselves 
understood. Well, the heavenly Father knows 
all I mean in prayer. My words are broken, 
confused, ungrammatical ; my thoughts perplexed ; 
I scarcely know what I would have. 

" What are all prayers beneath, 
But cries of babes that cannot know 
Half the deep thought they breathe ? " 
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But my heavenly Father understands it all; 
knows what my broken words mean; sees the 
deskes that I cannot clearly express ; — and 
so I calmly rest in Him, looking up and expecting 
an answer. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE father's power. 

The first and roughest idea that men form of power 
is that of physical force. If you stand by the side 
of a railway, and see a train dashing past at the rate 
of sixty miles an hour, the first thought, probably, 
that will occur is the thought of the vast force that 
is represented. Or if you stand on a cliff overlook- 
ing the sea, in a storm, and mark how thousands of 
tons of water are dashed up with such violence 
against the rocks, the same idea of force is borne in 
upon the mind. This is the first and roughest con- 
ception of power that men form. This is the kind 
of power — namely, brute force — that was represented 
in those old dominions of which the Bible speaks, 
when " the earth was filled with violence." But as 
we reflect, a higher form of power becomes apparent. 
We look on the train as it dashes past under the 
control of two men ; — we look upon the ocean in its 
fiercest mood, and observe a ship riding at anchor 
or ploughing its way across the waves; and we 
recognize the power of knowledge. And then we 
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read history, and learn how other forces have been 
operating in the world, and we see how mere brute 
force has crumbled down before spiritual forces; 
and we say. Truth is power; Eighteousness is 
power ; Meekness is power ; Love is power. Thus, 
in the region of human life, our conception of power 
rises from that of mere physical force to spiritual 
and holy energies. It is the same with the power 
of God : we rise from our first rude thought of mere 
omnipotence— through knowledge, wisdom, right- 
eousness, goodness, holy love — till at length we 
reach the idea contained in the words — "Christ 
the power of God." 

One might perhaps fancy, beforehand, that the 
world did not need any farther revelation of God's 
power than had been already given. It had been 
shown forth from the creation of the world. Men 
did not require the aids of science to discover it ; 
it lay before the eye of the very child. Look round ; 
— who laid the deep foimdations of the earth ? 
Who upheaved the mighty masses of the mountains? 
Look up ; — ^who made these shining worlds on high, 
and weighed them to their utmost grain, and pro- 
pelled them in their orbits ? Is not the stamp of 
Divine power indelibly set everywhere ? Now, the 
expression I have just used — " the stamp of power " 
— suggests the reason why men needed a fresh 
revelation of God's power to be made to them. 
They saw in creation only the stamp of power; — 
that was their misconception; — they saw not 
Divine power working livingly around them and 
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amidst them, but only the cold, hard stamp that 
power had left behind it. We look up to the 
majestic march of the stars; it is performed in 
silence. We gaze upon the mighty masses of the 
mountains; the power that upheaved them seems 
to be at rest. We examine the processes of nature, 
and resolve them into fixed laws, and quietly con- 
clude that God has fallen asleep. We observe the 
course of events in human life and in history, and 
fail to recognize a true Providence in them ; it 
appears to us as if God had left His creatures to 
their own devices, appointing the victory for the 
strongest. We seem little farther advanced than 
the poor Arab who, when asked by a traveller how 
he knew that there is a God, made answer — think- 
ing of the footprints in the sand — " How do I know 
whether it was a man or a camel that passed my 
tent last night ? " Men keep thinking of a God 
who passed by their tent last night, leaving foot- 
prints behind Him ; and not of a God whose 
power is ever-present, ever-felt, "in whose hands 
our breath is, and whose are all our ways." And 
the question is as pertinent respecting the observer 
of nature as respecting the observer of redeeming 
wonders, " To whom is tlie Arm of the Lord 
revealed ? " Hence the need that Jesus should 
disclose the Divine power afresh. And it will open 
up lofty views of that power if we study it in the 
revelation that Jesus has given of it; far loftier 
than if we studied it only in the works of creation. 
Yea, the revelation given in Jesus will be as a 

E 
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torch, throwing light and glory upon manifestations 
of Divine power, which were obscure and little 
thought of before. It will tend also to awaken 
in us a profounder consciousness of our personal 
pollution ; even as, when Job was brought into the 
presence of the majesty of that power, he cried out, 
" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear ; 
but now mine eye seeth Thee ; wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes ; " or as Peter, 
when he saw the miraculous draught of fishes, and 
recognized the hand of God, fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, " Depart from me ; for I am a sinful 
man, Lord/' 

Looking upon the Divine power as exhibited 
in the works of Jesus, I am struck with this first, 
that it is power cyder all things. Let us take a few 
examples, each the tjrpe of a class of works. 

The first example that I select is His stilling 
of the tempest. He is with His disciples in a boat 
on the Sea of Galilee. A storm comes down upon 
them in sudden fury, and even the hardy fishermen, 
accustomed to the lake in all its moods, are afraid. 
The power of man avails nothing in such an 
emergency to still or moderate the tempest. Jesus 
is asleep, and the disciples awake Him with the 
cry, '^ Lord, save us: we jperish" And He said unto 
them, " Why are ye fearful, ye of little faith ? " 
Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the sea, 
and there was a great calm. He rebuked them; 
for it is no mere figure of speech, but a truth, that 
fire and hail and stormy winds are His servants, 
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fulfilling His word. And nature knew her King. 
When He said, " Peace ; be still** immediately 
there was a great calm. No doubt the winds 
have their " laws," as sure and unvarying as those 
of chemistry; and here is One who knows and 
can use them. " Thou rulest the raging of the sea ; 
when the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them." 
Now there Jesus lets us see that all nature is under 
the Divine control. The winds and the waves do His 
regal bidding. And when the sailor-boy swings in 
his hammock, and the deafening roar of the storm is 
in his ear, or when he looks out from the mast afar 
over the white hissing waves and marks the wind- 
driven clouds, he may feel. These are not so many 
lawless forces broken loose from God; they are all 
under His ahsolute and perfect control. " The Lord 
on high is mightier than the noise of many waters ; 
yea, than the mighty waves of the sea." 

I select another case, also the type of a class. 
The scene is the broad, grassy expanse of a pasture- 
land far away from town or village. That day 
the lonely wilderness is thronged ; for great multi- 
tudes have followed Jesus thither. They have 
continued with Him all day, and now evening 
is approaching. Very thoughtful is He for their 
comfort ; He will not send them away fasting, lest 
they faint in the way. So ere He dismisses them. 
He makes them sit down on the green grass in 
companies, and with a few loaves and fishes before 
Him, He uplifts His eyes to heaven and gives 
thanks, and then causes the food to be distributed 
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among the people, who eat and are filled; and 
they take up twelve baskets of the fragments that 
remain. What does the miracle say but that we 
are fed by God's bountiful goodness ? Thy creatures 
" wait all upon Thee ; Thou openest Thine hand ; 
they are filled with good." A needed lesson. There 
is nothing we are blinder to see than that God's 
power is being ceaselessly exercised in all the 
processes of nature. It has been the same down 
aU the sad, dark history of man. It was God's 
complaint against the chosen people that "they 
said, These are my rewards that my lovers have 
given me, and they did not know that / gave them 
their corn and wine and oil, and that / multiplied 
their silver and their gold.'* It is the same still. 
In our talk about capital, skill, agricultural im- 
provements and so forth, how prone we are to forget 
Ood altogether, or even to push Him out of His own 
world. Now, meeting all such tendencies, Jesus 
revealed the power of God as the power that carries 
forward all the processes of nature, from the germi- 
nating of the seed in the ground to the ripening 
of the harvest-stalk 

I take another case, the type of another class. 
A crowd of diseased people have gathered around 
Jesus, representatives from every province of the 
wide domains of privation and suffering — the lame, 
the palsied, the leprous, the blind, the deaf whose 
souls are dwelling in the land of silence. He heals 
them aU. The leper is cleansed; the eyes of the 
blind are opened; the ears of the deaf are un- 
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stopped; the lame man leaps as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sings. Thus Jesus reveals 
the power of God as power over all the processes 
of life. He is the giver of health and strength 
and bodily comfort. In Him we live and move 
and have our being. 

I select a fourth case, also the type of a class. 
The scene is the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
where desolate hills rise almost sheer from the 
water's edge. Jesus steps on shore from a little 
ship, with His disciples, and is met by a poor 
demoniac who rushes down the steep toward the 
landing-place. The man had his dwelling among 
the tombs ; he was so strong that none could bind 
him, and so fierce that none dared to pass near 
him; and always, night and day, he was in the 
mountains, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 
At the bidding of Jesus the foul spirits go out 
of him ; and, by and by, he is found sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. 
The power of God thus revealed is power over the 
spirit-world, Not only do all pure spirits haste 
to do His bidding, hearkening to the voice of His 
word; the very demons of the pit are under His 
control, and yield Him imwilling homage. If 
God is my friend, therefore, I need not dread the 
influences of the dark world. The powers of hell 
cannot harm, cannot even touch me, because the 
power of God is supreme. 

I take, next, the account of the Lord's appre- 
hension in the garden of Gethsemane. It is night, 
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and a band of men armed with swords and staves, 
and lighted on their way with lanterns and torches, 
are seen approaching the place where He has been 
enduring His agony, to apprehend Him. A little 
in advance of the band, and acting as their guide, is 
Judas, one of the twelve. He hastens up to Jesus, 
and salutes Him with the kiss which had been 
agreed on as the sign upon whom to lay hands. 
He does it hurriedly, like a man with a guilty 
conscience; and Jesus says to him, showing His 
perfect knowledge of the whole scheme, "Judas, 
betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss ? " 
Confounded by the words, and perhaps also with 
the look of His eye, Judas instantly fell back upon 
the band whom he had led thither, and " stood with 
them" no longer pretending friendship to Jesus. 
Then Jesus, ere they had time to recover them- 
selves, went forward to meet them, and asked, 
" Whom seek ye ? " They answered, " Jesus of 
Nazareth." Jesus said to them, "I am He." 
And as soon as they heard that, they went back- 
ward and fell to the groimd — smitten by that 
power which struck persecuting Saul to the dust, 
in the mid-career of his enmity — by one single 
scintillation of it. Again He asked the same 
question, and they gave the same reply ; and then 
He calmly suiTendered Himself into their hands. 
The power of God thus revealed is pmver over 
human strength and will, 

I select only one case more — the raising of 
Lazarus from the dead. The whole story of the 
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sickness, the absence of Jesus from the neighbour- 
hood, the message sent to Him, the delay, the death 
of Lazarus, the meeting of Jesus with the sisters, 
and the visit to the grave — must be photographed 
on the memory of every reader of the Gospels. 
Accompanied by the weeping sisters and a band of 
mourners, Jesus comes to the grave's mouth; the 
stone that covers it is removed; He prays to His 
Father ; and then He cries with a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come forth." At His call, the spirit 
returns ; the arrested machinery of life begins to 
move again; and he that was dead came forth, 
obedient to the summons. There is Jesus revealing 
the power of God; and it is power over death; 
power that reaches into the dark and far imseen ; 
power to be revealed in all its wonder in that day 
when the grave shall yield back its treasures, and 
death itself shall be destroyed ; when " all that are 
in the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and shall come forth." 

I have called attention to these works of Jesus 
in detail, in which the Divine power is disclosed ; 
and I see that it is power which extends over all 
things, animate and inanimate, material and spiri- 
tual, seen and unseen. 

Suppose an intelligent man brought, for the first 
time in his life, into one of those immense factories 
in which thousands of wheels are flying round, and 
doing the work of many thousands of human beings. 
At first sight, the machinery might seem inde- 
pendent of control But the guide who conducts 
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him through the place, by a movement of his hand, 
stops part of the machinery ; sets it a-going again ; 
slows it ; accelerates it ; changes the motions ; and 
thus shows that the whole is obedient to him. So 
it is with the miracles of Jesus ; they are a lesson 
and proof to men that the machinery of nature, in 
every part, is subject to a holy and loving wilL 

I observe also the beneficence of the Divine power 
as it is revealed in Jesus. Men could not gather 
this from nature ; at least they did not. If they 
saw around them powers that blessed, they saw 
also powers that destroyed. And hence sprang 
Dualism — the thought that there must be a good 
Being and an evil — the Eastern dreaiii of an 
Ormuzd and an Ahriman, dividing the empire of 
the world between them, or contending each for the 
mastery by stratagems and surprises as well as open 
war. In the recorded life of Jesus, we see Divine 
power moving about among men; and it delights 
to bless them. He went about with never- wearying 
feet doing good, healing all manner of sickness, and 
all manner of disease among the people; working 
down in the lowest levels to which immortal beings 
had sunk, and winning eternal trophies from the 
realms of debasement and wretchedness. In all 
ways He proved Himself the Destroyer of the 
works of the devil, and the Author of eternal sal- 
vation. Glimpses indeed there were (in two of his 
miracles) of the employment of the power for 
judgment and punishment, and intimations that it 
may be turned into an instrument to execute the 
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wrath of the Lamb ; but its characteristic is benefi- 
cence ; it is power that blesses ; having a heart of 
goodness. Its beneficence (as it shines in the face 
of Jesus) makes me cease to tremble before it. I 
am but as an atom of summer dust caught in the 
wind; yet am I not afraid; for I can trust the 
power in whose hands I am. Blessed Power, we 
hang on thee ! But for thee, our hearts would die 
within ua Thou art the strength of the strong, 
and the joy of the glad ; the Eefuge and Sanctuary 
of the sorrowful and broken-hearted; and to thee 
imploring eyes are lifted up from amidst the wreck 
of earthly hopes, from sorrows and distresses, from 
a thousand dying beds. The highest manifestation 
of its beneficence is its drawing the hearts and feet 
of sinners God-ward. It is " power unto salvation ; " 
power that drew with the cords of love and with 
the bands of a man. It is in this power that the 
hope of our poor, miserable, bleeding world lies; 
and if we have faith in it, we shall despair of none ; 
not even of the deepest lost. For how many such, 
who once sat in darkness and the shadow of death, 
being bound in affliction and iron, sing with glad 
voices, " Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the 
snare of the fowler; the snare is broken, and we 
are escaped." Late one autumn evening, some 
years ago, I passed a group of lost women at a 
street comer ; most of them young ; traces of faded 
beauty still lingering about them; and they sang, 
in rich mellow tones, with occasional bursts of 
strange laughter, The Old Folks at Home, My first 



74 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

feeling was, If they can sing that, there is no hope 
for them ! But then came the thought of the old 
days, when the Infinite Purity and the Infijiite 
Love went about on this sinful earth, and drew 
just such sinners to God. How knowest thou but 
that some even of these may be rescued, and made 
trophies of gracious power, " washed and justified 
and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God?" I dare not give up 
hope concerning the very worst. 

The power of God revealed in Jesus is holy power. 
It is characterized throughout its exercise by abso- 
lute moral purity : never is it the minister of sin. 
All its acts are holy in their nature and in their 
tendency. Man's acts disclose his sinfulness. We 
defile all that we touch, and every work of our 
hands is less or more unclean. But when we turn 
to the works of Jesus, we find absolute holiness. 
He never did anything which calls forth in faintest 
measure our moral disapproval, or which we can 
even question. There was nothing selfish, worldly, 
false, morally tainted, about Him: standing above 
the world's level, not breathing the world's spirit, 
not asking the world's approbation, all His works 
shine with the glory of love, and truth, and purity. 
Even His bitterest enemies cpuld fix no charge of 
sin upon Him. He could challenge them to their 
faces, "Which of you convinceth me of sin?" 
When Pilate asked, "What evil hath He done?" 
they could only reply, "Let Him be crucified." 
They hated Him ; denied His Messiahship ; called 
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Him "the carpenter's son;" attributed His miracles 
to Beelzebub ; were shocked at His familiarity with 
publicans and sinners ; said, " He has a devil, and 
is mad;" laid traps for Him, and sat watching 
whether He would fall into them ; scanned all His 
actions with the keen eye of malice ; tried to flatter 
Him ; questioned Him that they might have some- 
what to accuse Him ; plotted against Him ; finally 
condemned Him as guilty of death for the blas- 
phemy of saying, " Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven ;" but they never succeeded 
in fastening the charge of sin upon a single one of 
His actions. On the contrary, there is evidence 
that they had in their inmost hearts the conviction 
(though they would not utter it even to themselves) 
that He was above accusation; "holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners." 

We cannot read the record of His mighty works 
without feeling that it is holy power into whose 
presence we are brought — ^holy in its nature, and in 
the purposes which it serves. On one occasion. He 
cast out a dumb spirit; and when the spirit was 
gone out, the dumb spake; and the people won- 
dered. But some said, " He casteth out devils by 
Beelzebub;" and others, tempting Him, sought of 
Him a sign from heaven. They wanted some visible 
token from the sky to show that the power He 
wielded was from above, and not from beneath. 
In truth, there was sign enough in the very nature 
and tendency of His works to tell what world they 
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belonged to, and no other sign was needed : their 
very holiness sufficed to declara 

Further, it is power that may he prayed unto. I 
see a wheel, driven by the force of steam, and 
rapidly revolving. Power is there ; but not power 
to be prayed unto ; for it is connected with no 
loving heart, I see power, again, in the arm of a 
father ; and that is power which answers to the cry 
of his child. So with the power of God : it is 
power that responds to prayer. There is nothing 
brought out more wonderfully in the revelation 
made by Jesus than this is. Standing at the point 
of mere human reason, and looking abroad upon the 
works of God*s hands, and the displays of power 
made therein, there seems no room left for prayer. 
Kverywhere I seem to see that power marching on 
with resistless and inexorable tread, according to 
fixed and inflexible laws, from which there is no 
departure, and against which there is no appeal 
I may keep out of the way, or I may lie down 
prostrate and be crushed; but I would never 
dream, from aught I see in nature, of kneeling down 
and beseeching it. To human reason, both chance 
and providence seem alike excluded by the laws 
of nature ; and my only resources seem to lie in 
science, courage, skill, and industry. But Jesus 
lot^ in new light upon my mind, new and most 
st nuige ; — and lifts me into an altogether new 
n^gion. As a workman, down at the bottom of 
a doop shaft, calls or makes signals to his fellow- 
workmou up at the top, to send things down to him. 
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and is answered by them, though he neither hears 
nor sees them — so our cry brings a real answer from 
God. It is true that prayer cannot be made a 
substitute for knowledge of, and obedience to, the 
laws of God's working. These laws are steadfast 
and unvarying. If a boy thoughtlessly ventures 
on ice that is too thin, it will crack and break be- 
neath his feet. If a miner leaves his Davy-lamp 
behind, and goes into fire-damp with an open light, 
there is an inevitable explosion. If a farmer takes 
the same crop out of his fields for five years 
running, he will impoverish his soil. If the captain 
of a ship puts to sea with the storm-signals hoisted, 
he must bear his risks ; prayer wiU not make the 
sea calm to him ; he heard the voice of God, and 
took not warning. Prayer cannot be made a sub- 
stitute for precaution and the use of means. But 
yet — Jesus teaches — sprayer has its distinct place 
as itself part of the means. He does not indeed 
eocplain the matter. He does not show me how 
my prayer can avaiL He does not clear away the 
mystery that surrounds prayer. For I do not need 
to know how help is let down from the heavens, 
provided only it reaches me. But He lets me see 
that prayer does avail ; His power ever responds to 
it. Looking over His recorded works of love, and 
help, and blessing, we find that they were just the 
response of Divine power to the cry of faith. This 
and that " poor man cried, and the Lord heard, and 
saved him out of his distresses." One day there 
came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, " Lord, 
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if Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean." And 
Jesus touched him — (the poor man had not felt the 
touch of a human hand probably for years) — ^He 
touched him, and answered, " I will : be thou 
clean : " and immediately his leprosy departed from 
him. Another time, a woman who was diseased 
with an issue of blood twelve years came behind 
Him, in a crowd, and touched the hem of His 
garment ; and Jesus, who felt not the pressure of 
the crowd, felt the touch of faith ; and His power 
responded to that touch ; and immediately her issue 
of blood stanched. And so it was throughout His 
recorded life : His power ever responded to the cry 
of faith ; ever appeared as power that may be prayed 
unto. And here is the power of faith ; by its cry, 
which is prayer, it calls in the power of God. 
There is more in the case than the reflex influence 
of prayer on our own minds, and more than a 
rendering of homage to Him "who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will : " there is 
also the answer from on high ; coming, indeed, in 
the channel of natural law, but none the less an 
answer from God. You may puzzle me by supposi- 
tions. A ship is on fire out in the far ocean, and 
not a sail in sight, and no means of escape : what 
can prayer do there ? I can only answer. Prove it, 
and see ; for nothing else can avail. Ah me 1 it is 
the old mystery of sin, and pain, and death, and 
God's unsearchable thoughts ; and I cannot throw 
light on the mystery ; but though you may perplex 
me, you cannot rob me of the confidence that God's 
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power does respond to the cry of faith ; and if His 
wisdom sees good. He can give help even there: 
what is too hard for the Almighty ? 

One of the characteristics of the present age is 
our belief in the fixedness of the laws of natnra 
The same causes always produce the same results. 
Going into the domains of any of the sciences, we 
learn that there is no departure from " law " in any 
province whatever. Should any apparent exception 
emerge, scientific men instantly conclude either 
that they have not observed the phenomena accu- 
rately, or that they have not ascertained the law. 
This fixedness of natural law is part of the Divine 
faithfulness. In virtue of it, we can count upon 
what God will do, in any special department of 
His works ; as without it we could attempt almost 
nothing. To count upon this fixedness is not to 
push God out of His universe, nor to turn Him into 
a mere world-maker, who has wound up the machine 
and left it to go of itself — ^but is simply to acknow- 
ledge His truth and faithfulness. Indeed, to sur- 
render belief in this fixedness of law would be to 
surrender belief in a supreme ruler, and to accept 
caprice or chance instead. Now there seems a 
growing tendency, in many quarters, to conclude 
that we cannot retain this belief without abandoning 
faith in the efficacy of prayer. There seems a 
growing tendency to think that prayer " makes no 
difference;" that it is not really answered; that 
the idea of its being answered is a relic of "the 
unscientific and superstitious ages. Should any 
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reader of these lines think so, I do not argue with 
him, but push him to the legitimate issue, Then do 
notp^ay, "But," you reply, "prayer has a good 
reflex moral influence upon me." I answer. The 
reflex influence of all shams is, ultimately, per- 
nicious. If any one should have a marble image 
put up in his closet, and should pray to it, you 
would say to him. Surely you are not such a fool as 
to think that that piece of stone can hear and answer 
you. He replies, No; hut it Jias a good reflex in- 
fluence upon me to pray to it ; it helps, for example, 
to give definiteness to my aims. You would answer, 
That reflex influence which you talk about is non- 
sense. It is making you a hypocrite as well as afooL 
Stop such praying at once. The first of all moral 
qualities is truth. You would say something like 
that in the case supposed. Now, I cannot see how 
it alters the case if a man should pray to God in 
the same way, believing that He neither hears nor 
answers. 

Another thing I see in the revelation given in 
Jesus : the Divine power is power that can stoop, and 
hear, and he stUl. The God revealed in Jesus is not 
merely an almighty Being ruling ever by His power, 
but the God of compassion and sorrowing love and 
sacrifice. Eead the account of the closing days of 
His life, terminating with the crucifixion, in which 
the utmost malignity of the ungodly heart was con- 
densed. The account is awful in its unimpassioned 
simplicity. Very startlingly do the contrasts come 
out between Him and vs. In the Garden, for ex- 
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ample, we see His Agony — and just beside it, the 

hasty human passion of Peter, smiting with the 

sword. Scarce anything could tell more meaningly 

the glorious Patience of the Sufferer. And so it 

continues, onward to the bowing of His head upon 

the cross. He had never used His miraculous 

power in His own behalf; He does not use it now, 

in the bitter end. patient Son of God, all power 

is Thine ; legions of mighty angels wait on Thy 

nod ; Thy voice " could the hosts of red vengeance 

assemble ; " but Thou art silent. No threat escapes 

these meek lips : no woe is hurled against the men 

who are consummating the chief est sin in the annals 

of time. Why art Thou there ? and why art Thou 

thus ? Thou art " wounded for our transgressions, 

and bruised for our iniquities." Thou art " making 

Thy soul an offering for sin." There is power in a 

new attitude ; stooping, suffering, silent. Formerly 

that power had stretched out its hands to help and 

bless : now it stretches them out to receive the cruel 

nails. There is a view of the Divine power opened 

up which I cannot comprehend ; which beforehand I 

would have deemed to be impossible ; and on which 

I can only gaze and wonder : it is power that has 

stooped to infinite abasement and sacrifice at the 

bidding of love. 

And this is the Power of God, this power revealed 

in sacrifice. It had been declared before ; men had 

" heard of it with the hearing of the ear ; " but when 

Jesus catne, " bearing our griefs, and carrying our 

sorrows," enduring "travail of soul" for us, and 

F 
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finally yielding Himself to the bitter and shameful 
cross, then " their eyes saw it." It is higher than 
reason, persuasion, force ; — ^higher imspeakably. It 
is the mightiest power to which the human spirit 
can lie open. It touches the understanding, the 
conscience, the heart ; our fears and our hopes ; and 
all our profoimdest principles of action. Never was 
aught like it known among men. The cross seems 
weakness to carnal man ; it is really God's Strength. 
It is not Defeat, but Victory. It is through the 
cross that God is subduing the world to Himselt 
It is through the cross that He is gathering to Him- 
self a willing people. It is through the cross that 
He is buUding up, extending, and perpetuating that 
kingdom which "is righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghost," which shall yet embrace 
all nations, blessing all houses and all hearts, and 
which "shall continue as long as the sun and 
moon endure, throughout all generations." Oh, 
my brother, if you woiJd know the Power of 
God, you must not merely think of Him as the 
Builder of the universe, ruling in strength and 
righteousness. His throne fixed for ever, His will 
supreme down the eternities — ^you must look upon 
the Man of sorrows enduring the cross and despis- 
ing the shame. 

Once more, this Divine power is exercised through 
a Mediator, Down on earth we see Him exercising 
it, to assure us that He exercises it still in the 
heavens. All power in heaven and earth is com- 
mitted unto Him. As Pharaoh set Joseph over all 
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the land of Egypt, and gave him his own ring, and 
caused proclamation to be made before him, Bow the 
knee, that whatsoever was done by Joseph might 
have the royal authority, even so — (the illustration is 
very inadequate) — even so is Christ Jesus appointed 
as the Euler of all, to administer the government of 
all worlds, and to be the Dispenser of the Father's 
bounty and grace. The God we have to do with 
is God in Christ Think of it. That true Elder 
Brother, who loved us so well as to die for us, sits 
on the throne, and holds in His hand the sceptre 
of the universe. 

Is any man prepared to have the power of God 
arrayed against him ? That power which is now so 
full of beneficence and mercy, will yet wear, to all 
the enemies of God, an aspect of dreadful terror. 
A day is coming when forbearance and long-suffer- 
ing shall cease, when the good God shall be revealed 
as the righteous Judge, and when holy wrath, omni- 
potent as love was, shall sweep forth like a gathered 
storm. The man of hardness and impenitent heart 
is "treasuring up unto himself wrath, against the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God.'* These words are not mine ; I found 
them in the Book of Mercy. Oh, my fellow-man, 
" can thine heart endure, or thy hands be strong" in 
that day? If you set yourself against the Almighty, 
what will you do ? Where will you hide yourself? 
The grave will cast you out. The mountains will 
refuse to cover you. The caverns of the ocean will 
not let you in to hide. What will you do if you 
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are shelterless then? Bather ''lay hold upon 
God's strength now, that yon may make peace 

with Him." "Happy is he that hath the God 

of Jacob for his help ; whose hope is in the Lord 

his God/' 



CHAPTEK VL 



THE FATHER'S WISDOM. 



The foremost quality in some men is physical 
strength, such as can carry a heavy burden, or wield 
a sledge-hammer, without fatigue ; in others, neTve, 
such as can bear pain without flinching, or which 
enables the surgeon to cut into the quivering flesh 
of his patient with as much steadiness as if he were 
operating on dead matter ; in others, the skill to use 
charmed words, such as made the one Demosthenes 
equal to ten thousand men; in others, knowledge^ 
ready for every emergency ; in others, understanding 
and mental capacity. But of all the excellent 
qualities that we recognize in a man, wisdom is 
acknowledged to be the highest and most valuable. 
Wisdom is a regal quality. Among the princes, 
governors, and captains in the mental realms, 
wisdom is the president. Wisdom teaches all 
our other powers what to do; and instructs us 
what use to make of every other good. The largest 
knowledge, the most splendid abilities, are useless. 
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or even mischievous, without wisdom. Wisdom in 
man is the reign of holy mind. It is moral and 
spiritual even more than intellectuaL If mind is 
deficient, there may be moral worth, but not wis- 
dom. If there is mere mind, without the moral 
element, we call it cleverness. If the mind is false, 
we call it craft or cunning. If the mind is selfish 
and cowardly, ever taking refuge in the golden 
mean, and worshipping expediency, we call it 
prudence. When the presiding and regulating 
mind is holy, we speak of wisdom. And wisdom 
in man is the shadow of wisdom in God. 

As in all ages there have been seekers of plea- 
sure, wealth, knowledge, power, renown — so also 
there have been some seekers of wisdom. The 
history of the search is at once splendid and sad. 
From the days of the old Ionian Thales down to 
the rise of Christianity, it is a history of " sublime 
audacity" and unvarying defeat.* Whatever the 
value of the ancient philosophies for the awaken- 
ing and discipline bf the human mind, no positive 
result was gained ; no Uving, abiding, fruit-bearing 
belief was produced ; certainly, the world by wis- 
dom ''knew not God" 

Modem science discovers and discloses the 
Divine Wisdom in certain of its aspects, though not 
the very highest. Examining the works of nature 
and the laws imder which they are placed. Science 
testifies to the wisdom of the Being who planned 
and fashioned them. The mechanist, the chemist, 
the naturalist, the geologist, the astronomer, the 
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inquirer into mental phenomena, the student of 
history, from their various fields of research bring 
back one report — ^that He is wise in counsel and 
excellent in working. We do not need to go far for 
illustrations ; we find them close at hand on every 
side. I have just picked up a decayed leaf which 
has been lying for some time in a damp hollow, 
shaded from the sun. It grew on a tree that shades 
the hollow, along with some thousands of other 
leaves. The green texture has decayed, leaving 
only the skeleton. There is a strong, light, central 
fibre, from which a number of smaller fibres branch 
out, the spaces between filled with network such 
as no fingers could weave. The marvellous beauty 
of the thing is evident at a glance ; a few such 
skeleton leaves, skilfully arranged, will form one of 
the finest ornaments that the eye can look upon. 
Examining more closely, and considering what the 
use of the structure was, I find strength, lightness, 
flexibility, grace, adaptation to the purposes in view, 
and perfection of finish. I show it to a friend who 
has skill in engineering : he says that, viewed with 
his eyes, it is perfect. I show it to another, who 
works in gold ornaments : he says he coiJd not 
make anything so delicate and so perfectly grace- 
ful And yet it is but the skeleton of a dead leaf, 
one of some millions in the same neighbourhood, 
that grew in the sunmier time, and fell to the 
ground when the frost came. Wherever I turn, 
I find similar tokens of wisdom in the works of 
God. The world is full of them. It is well that 
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we should learn from thence all that we can. But 
there we see only (so to speak) " the work of His 
fingers;'' not the full disclosure, in moral directions 
particularly, of His holy Mind. 

It is in the Only-begotten Son that His wisdom 
is most fully revealed. "Christ" is "the wisdom 
of God." " In Him are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge." " Of God He is made imto 
us wisdom." In His life among men, the Divine 
Wisdom comes nigh to us. The highest and holiest 
Mind condescends to us ; shares all the sinless con- 
ditions of our humanity ; walks by our side : speaks 
in our human forms of speech, and about the things 
that most immediately and deeply concern us ; and 
discloses the thoughts of the Eternal Father. Not 
compressing them into so many sentences which 
we may commit to memory; but rather opening 
windows through which the soul may gaze into 
God's Infinite. In His redeeming work and suffer- 
ings, culminating in the cross, Divine wisdom is 
shown forth ; the counsel of the highest and holiest 
Mind is made known in reference to the deepest 
moral and spiritual problems that can engage 
created intellect : How to pardon sinners withovi 
encouraging sin : How to he just and at the same 
time merciful : How to admit men into heaven and 
yet preserve its holiness : How to turn the enemies of 
Ood into friends, and bind them to Him in eternal 
love. These, and such as these, are the problems 
respecting which we have the mightiest doubts and 
most dread questionings; and these are the pro- 
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blems on which light is shed in the manifestation 
of the Eedeemer. 

The revelation thus given of the Father's wisdom 
is not only helpful to make me wise, but enables 
me the more fully and unfearingly to trust Him. 
Had there been only naked Power displayed, with- 
out Wisdom, I might have tried to evade it, lest, 
like the wheel of Juggernaut, it should crush me. 
Had there been Love without Wisdom, I should 
have been equally afraid, though for other reasons ; 
for mere Indulgence is as likely to bring ruin as 
blessing. But when in Jesus He is seen to be 
The Only Wise, then we can repose untrembliug 
confidence in Him. 

How different the Divine Wisdom, as revealed 
in Jesus, from the " wisdom of this world ! " The 
wisdom of the world is proud — its very pride lead- 
ing it astray: the Divine Wisdom lowly. The 
wisdom of the world is only for the few ; the great 
mass of men hopelessly excluded ; the Divine Wis- 
dom is for all — the lowliest as well as the loftiest. 
And among the lowly are often found the men most 
learned in the Wisdom of God ; men with no great 
natural gifts, with slender educational acquirements, 
with little knowledge of the world and its ways, 
with no special faculty of argimient — ^but who have 
walked so humbly with their God, and learned so 
much from Him, that you would sooner trust them 
in any practical moral emergency than you would 
trust the shrewdest and most calculating man of 
the world; for they have an insight and a fore- 
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sight to which a selfish and unholy heart can never 
attain. The wisdom of the world is subtle, with 
hair-splittings and endless windings ; the Wisdom 
of God, as revealed in Jesus, is simple and unen- 
tangled. While the wise and prudent miss it, the 
child-mind understands it. I endeavour to follow 
out the thoughts of the philosophers, and speedily 
am lost in dark and tangled thickets through which 
I cannot pierce my way : but the little child can 
imderstand the Master ; and the loftiest mind, how- 
ever high it may soar, still finds seventh heavens 
above it 

It is but a little that we can learn of the wisdom 
of God in this life. We are children, sitting in one 
of the rooms of a great library, with a primer on 
our knees, which we are just learning to spell 
slowly out; and our imagination has never even 
dreamed of the mental wealth around us. It is 
surely a joyful thought that there is Eternity before 
us, wherein to learn the wisdom of our Father. 
And it is a thought not less joyful that we shall 
never exhaust the study. When we have read a 
book once or twice, we often feel that it will not 
bear to be looked into again. But the Mind of 
God can never become to us as a book twice read, 
of which we are grown weary : there will be room 
for eternal inquiry and eternal wonder. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE FATHEK'S CHARACTER. 

What is the character of God? On no subject 
have men fallen into worse errors. Even among 
the chosen people, notwithstanding the light they 
enjoyed, and the education of many centuries, the 
Divine character was most imperfectly understood. 
The proof is, that when He who is the Image of 
Grod appeared among them, wearing " the star- 
bright form" of truth, they rejected and crucified 
HiuL And how it was with the rest of mankind 
•one scarcely dares to tell. Darkness covered the 
earth, and concealed what foulness! You cannot 
walk in thought through the pantheon of heathen- 
doni without having your sense of purity shocked. 
The worst lusts and vices of men, as well as their 
virtues, were ascribed to the gods. Nowhere is the 
conception of holiness to be met with ; nowhere is 
the faintest echo heard of such words as these, 
" Thou art holy, Thou that inhabitest the praises of 
IsraeL" Even human love (such as secretly strewed 
flowers on Nero's grave) is all but wanting; if it 
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to respect and admire his character, and to love him 
for what he is. Even so with r^ard to Grod. We 
are first drawn to Him by His infinite mercy ; " we 
love Him because He first loved ns;" and then, as 
we enter into fellowship with Him, and behold His 
beauty, and come to know His glorious character, 
we learn to admire and love Him for what He is. 

We cannot do without knowing the Father's 
character. Imagine how it would be if all our 
knowledge of it were lost Could any created 
mind conceive the dreadful horror of that calamity? 
Suppose that all the great and good men of past 
ages were to be clean forgotten ; that the memory 
of their virtues were to perish utterly from the 
earth ; that all the glorious pages of history were 
to become a blank Suppose, moreover, that every 
living example of goodness were to be withdrawn 
to heaven ; and that among all the men who sur- 
round us, there were not one whom we might look 
up to and admire. Dreadful as this would be, it 
were not half such a calamity as to lose our know- 
ledge of the character of God. The one thing were 
but as the extinguishing of the house-lights at the 
sound of curfew ; the other were as the quenching 
of the Sim, and the darkening of all the splendours 
of heaven. Without the knowledge of God's char- 
acter, we have neither a sufficient example of 
excellence, nor a sufficient impulse to seek after it: 
we cannot repose confidence in Him, nor love Him 
as He deserves, nor intelligently worship Him. I 
can indeed conceive some sort of mysterious, trem- 
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bling dread, inspired as by night and silence ; but 
I can conceive of nothing higher. Just as a boy 
in a thick wood after dark hears sounds and is 
aware of a presence, but knows not whether it be 
friend or enemy ; so, without the knowledge of the 
Divine character, we are left in a universe pervaded 
by God, and we know not whether He be Mend 
or foe ; we know not whether to run to Him for 
defence and love, or to flee from Him in terror. 

We may learn much respecting the Father's 
character from His works both of creation and 
providence. A man's character is shown in his 
works : we know what he is bv what he does, as we 
might read the ancient Eomans from Pompeii 
And I believe no one can study God's works and 
ways, in the child's spirit, without having, at least 
hints, suggestions, glimpses, of a very high glory. 
Natural theologians have set down in books what 
they have seen, of goodness, and loving-kindness, 
and righteousness ; and, perhaps, if their minds had 
been more spiritual, and if they had trusted more 
to heartsight and less to logic, they might have 
seen more. There are days and moods when I 
cannot look abroad on this world, on the varied 
contrivances and laws which even an unscientific 
eye can perceive, on the furniture of this great 
dwelling of humanity, and on the repose wherein 
it lies imder the calm and benignant heaven, 
without seeing a justification of that name, "^Ae 
Father of mercies^ How great is His goodness, 
and how great is His beauty ! The whole cxaaidss^ 



96 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

nestles, so to speak, beneath His warm wing. One 
cannot help joining in Paley's exclamation, when 
he looks upon the myriads of happy beings around 
him, in a worid replete with tokens of heavenly 
care and thoughtfulness, "It is a happy world after 
ail!" And what must be the character of the 
great Being who is the Creator of that happiness, 
and who lifting up the sunlike light of His coun- 
tenance is glad in the gladness of His world ! '' For 
Thy pleasure they are, and were created!" Still, 
all that His works tell us about Him, is infinitely 
beneath what we need to know both as creatures 
and as sinners ; and even what they do tell is per- 
plexed with dark enigmas which we cannot solve. 
The representation that we have of Him in His 
works is at the best like a portrait in an unlighted 
room at dusk, whose features and expression we 
cannot rightly discern. Even what is in nature 
needs to have supernal light thrown upon it. 

We see something of the character of God in His 
children. They resemble Him. They are created 
anew in His image, in knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holinesa And in so far as the resemblance 
holds, they reveal Him to the world. They " show 
forth His praises." They exhibit the glorious 
excellences of His character. More of the glory of 
that character is seen in His children than in the 
heavens above, or this fair and wondrous earth 
beneath. Still it is but a little of His character 
that we can know from hence. Its fulness and 
glory cannot be revealed even in His children. 



k 
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And what is more, they need a revelation of it for 
their own use and joy. 

Now, the . Father has revealed His character, in 
its full-orbed grandeur and majesty, as well as 
its unutterable beauty, in His well-beloved Son. 
Suppose a case like this : — The subjects of some 
wise and magnanimous king know much respecting 
him already, from his administration of the affairs 
of state. He has proved himself a true shepherd of 
the people, and the people bless him. But that 
they may know him better, he sends among them 
his only son, whose chaxacter is the perfect image 
of his own, to live familiarly among them, subject 
to the same conditions, and to fulfil the royal 
pleasure. You see at once how much better the 
king's character would now be understood by his 
people. Now this is the way God has taken to let 
us know His character ; He sent down among us 
His Only-begotten and well-beloved Son, His perfect 
image, "in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily," to live familiarly among us, and 
to show us in word, and life, and spirit, what He 
Himself is. The character of Jesus, as it comes out 
in the artless story of the Evangelists — a character 
divinely simple, and b6autiful, and* majestic, in 
which all different excellences are harmonised, 
with no failing and no inconsistency — has com- 
manded the admiration, the love, the profoundest 
homage of all the noblest minds that have ever 
contemplated it. All the elements are combined, 
in fuU hannony and proportion and repose, that 

Q 
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constitute a perfect ideal character. I do not 
wonder that saints should call Him the chiefest 
among the ten thousands and altogether lovely. 
I do not wonder that martyrs should have felt 
it joy to die for His nama Now, in whatsoever 
aspect I view Him, I behold something of the 
character of the Father displayed; some rays of 
His bright perfections shining forth ; and the sight 
affects me as no abstract description could. It is a 
character of inexpressible majesty and awfulness 
and holy beauty; worthy to command boimdless 
respect, and trust, and love, and veneration. 

It would be presumptuous in one who knows 
so little, with eyes so dim and lips so polluted, 
to attempt a description of the character of Grod. 
There is magnitude and glory about the subject 
which it must humble us even to approach. Yet 
some things a very child may learn. There ate 
three groups of characteristics revealed: the first 
of which may be classified under the head of 
Eighteousness ; the second under that of Com- 
passion ; and the third under that of Grace. 

Jesus has revealed the Father's character in its 
Righteousness. I think, in using the word, of the 
moral purity that cannot bear sin, of the justice 
that treats good and evil according to their respective 
deserts, of the truth and faithfulness which have 
never been broken, of the love of goodness that 
would "overcome" evil; in short, of all that is 
conveyed in the utterance, ^^ God is light, and in 
Him is 7w darkness at all" Every character that 
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truly deserves admiration and commands confidence 
must have righteousness as its very base. God^s 
righteousness is an ultimate and central attribute : 
were it wanting or weak, we could neither trust 
Him nor worship Him. I have not used the word 
holine^, reserving it rather as the' name for the 
united and pure beauty of all the Divine attributes. 
I stand in the sunshine ; and the beautiful pure 
light shines around me, on hill and stream, on 
branch, and leaf, and blossom. The optician passes 
that Hght through his prism, and resolves it into 
divers colours, and shows me how it is composed 
of various-coloured rays. Now, holiness is like 
the light: not a single and distinct attribute of 
God's character, like truth or mercy; but rather 
the combination and blending, in full perfection, of 
all His attributes. 

The Divine righteousness had been revealed 
before. To every man's conscience it had been 
revealed. In the stem law according to which a 
man reaps as he sows it had been revealed. In 
the structure of society, and in the whole course 
of providence and history it had been revealed. 
In the plainest words it had been revealed ; words 
like these — " Thy right hand is full of righteousness'^ 
" Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wicked- 
ness; neither shall evil dwell with Thee!' ''The 
righteous Lord loveth righteotbSuessP " Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold evU^ and canst not look on- 
iniquity," In terrible, heart-shaking acts, it had 
been revealed, the report of which men had hfias5i.\ 



100 THE FATHER SEYEALED IX JESUS. 

like the expulsion of our first parents &om happy 
Paradise^ the destruction of the old woild hy the 
floods the fiery overthrow of Sodom and Gromonah, 
the bones of the rebellious Israelites left bleaching 
in the wilderness, the extinction of the wicked 
nations of Canaan. And men conceived of right- 
eousness principally in two aspects ; first as doing 
no wrong, and second as taking vengeance. But 
Jesus reveals it more fully; reveals it not in the 
mere exercise of retribution but in the work of 
salvation; reveals it at once in its awfnlness, and 
in its imutterable moral loveliness, so that we may 
not only fear God because of it, but give Him our 
admiration, and feel our hearts attracted toward 
Him. Exhibitions of Divine righteousness in for- 
mer ages, not being understood, tended to keep men 
at a trembling distance ; the revelation of it given 
in Jesus commands the confidence and worship of 
our hearts. 

Standing at the head of His personal ministry is 
His temptation. The evangelic record gives a very 
distinct accoimt of it, and exhibits the Lord as 
victorious over the prince of evil. More than all 
words that could be used — more than the strongest 
assertions, does the narrative satisfy us of His 
sinlessness. Had there been any evil tendency 
in His bosom, any dormant principle or germ of 
sin, any weakness that might be overcome, any 
possibility of projecting a sinful thought or desire 
into His bosom, the tempter would have found 
it out But, having tested Him to the uttermost, 
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and found nothing, he has but placed the truth 
in clearer light, that He is "Jesus Christ the 
righteous." 

Pursuing the evangelic record, I feel myself in 
an atmosphere of moral purity. I see One moving 
about among men who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners. He never sides with 
eviL Everywhere and always He is against it 
He "did no sin;" "knew no sin;" was ''a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot." His character 
stands out from every other, historic or ideal, for 
its simple and holy grandeur. A righteovs Man: 
so the common people saw, with instincts and 
perceptions more to be trusted than those of their 
spiritual leaders ; so He was felt to be by Pilate, 
and by the centurion ; and even Judas, that martyr 
of despair, confessed that the blood he betrayed was 
the " Innocent Blood." To His friends who knew 
Him best, He was all that they could admire. 
They tell us frankly of their own faults ; but they 
never even hint anything to His reproach. There 
are no sentimental phrases among His recorded 
words (like ^poor sinner "), as if sin were a man's 
misfortune. Ever taking God's side. He manifests 
anger, moral indignation, loathing, against it. There 
is not only, as He moves and acts in the evangelic 
narrative, a fathomless depth of compassion and 
tenderness in His heart; but also the capacity of 
wrath, as there must be in every true and deep 
nature. He hates sin. I see that hatred gleaming 
hotly forth when He comes into the i2tftSft.wRft. <5>^ 
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hypocrisy, selfishness, loathsomeness, hid under fair 
pretences. What woes He utters against those men 
who were like unto whited sepulchres, beautiful 
outwardly, but within full of dead men's bones and 
of all uncleanness ! That capacity of wrath exalts 
Him infinitely in our esteem, and invests Him with 
a holy and awful majesty before which it becomes 
us to bow our heads and say, Alleluia, Once more, 
He submits to death, even the death of the cross, 
that Divine righteousness may be vindicated and 
sin put away, thus expressing His deep desire 
that men should be made like Himself. Now in 
the righteous character of Jesus, I see the righteous 
character of the Father whom He reveals. What 
Jesus was on earth, that the Father is, absolutely 
and eternally righteous. Even when He comes 
forth in mercy to save us, righteousness is the 
girdle of His loins. 

Looking over the recorded life of Jesus, a second 
thing meets us, namely. His Compassion, When I 
name compassion, I bring into view aU the gentle, 
tender, pitiful elements of His natura A man 
helps another who is in distress ; but he either has 
little emotion, or he hides it ; and so his help, being 
coldly given, loses half its preciousness. 

*' He that works me good with munoyed face 
Does it but half ; he chills me while he aids, 
My benefactor, not my brother man." 

Compassion has been defined as a form of selfish- 
ness — ^the imagination or fiction of future calamity 
to ourselves, proceeding from the sense of another 
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man's calamity. As it appears in Jesus of Nazareth, 
it is love grieved and wounded by the misery of 
others. It is a feature of His character which 
no reader can overlook, and which very few will 
seek to resolve into something else. Some men, 
self-contained and selfish-hearted, can see misery 
existing round about them, with only the slightest 
feeling on account of it — ^frequently with only a 
feeling of annoyance, because their poor-rates are 
heightened and their comfort invaded; others, 
being good-natured or sensitive, are pained by the 
sight, and as far as possible keep out of the way ; 
one in a thousand bears the load for others — feels 
the woes of others, as if they were his own. This 
latter thing is what we see in Jesus. " Surely He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows." He 
identified Himself with us ; felt the pressure of our 
woes as if they were His own ; indeed, made them 
His own, by His generous, self-sacrificing sympathy. 
Considering the fulness of His sympathy, and the 
greatness of the world's misery, I do not wonder 
that "His countenance was so marred more than 
any man, and His form more than the sons of 
men." One meets a friend whom some misfortune 
has stricken, and seems to be overwhelmed in 
his grief; but a minute after, he is chatting and 
laughing, as if there were no sorrow in the world, 
with the next acquaintance he encounters. Not so 
with Jesus. His compassion was not superficial 
but profound; not evanescent but abiding; not 
affected but real ; as true as truth. 
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Most marvellous was its breadth of compre- 
hension. No kind of human misery did He pass 
by. There, for example, is a mother following her 
only son to the grave, and much people of the city 
with her. She is learning that old, old lesson, 
to mourn for an only son and to be in bitterness 
for a first-bom. Just outside the city-gate they 
meet — ^the funeral throng and the Prince of life. 
His eye at once singled out the mother ; and when 
He saw her, He had compassion on her, and said 
imto her, " Weep riot" Then He touched the bier, 
and the bearers stood still; and He spake to the 
dead, " Young man, I say unto thee, Arise :" and he 
that was dead sat up and began to speak; and 
(finishing in compassion as He had begun) He 
delivered him unto his mother. Again, the weary 
and heavy-laden meet Him at every turn ; and in 
the very accents of pity, speaking to them with 

'' Compassion's native silver voice, 
The gentle melody of patient love," 

He bids them " Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest" Again, going through the towns, and villages, 
and hamlets of thickly-peopled Glalilee, " when He 
saw the multitudes He was moved with compassion 
for them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad as sheep having no shepherd." He saw 
them, I read of some accident in a few lines of a 
newspaper ; but how slight and evanescent the im- 
pression compared with what it would have been 
had I actually seen the accident, and heard the 
moans of the sufferer, or helped to carry home the 
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bleeding load on a shatter to his Mends ! Now 
Jesus saw the multitudes. He looked upon them 
(oh, with what eyes !) and saw them scattered and 
fainting like sheep without a shepherd, in the cloudy 
and dark day; and when He saw them. He had 
compassion on them. In His dealing with indi- 
vidual wanderers, what an infinite and holy tender- 
ness He exhibits. Man denounces, threatens, flings 
red curses, lifts up his voice and speaks loudly and 
fiercely about damnation : Christ drew the outcast, 
and won them. His was not a heart that reproached 
the sinner, and *' cast up " his sins to him, and stung 
him ; but that drew with the " cords of love," and 
purged the memory as truly as the conscienca Even 
when He dealt with the enmity of the sinful heart 
against God, in some of the Scribes and Pharisees — 
enmity that flamed out against Him who was the 
Brightness of the Father's glory — I discern His 
compassion. He exhibited indignation — ^but along 
with it, yea, as the very heart of it, there was the 
gentleness of God, Eightly read, the twenty-third 
chapter of Matthew, with its reiterated Woe unto 
you! is a merciful appeal to the insensate con- 
science, to quicken it into action ; and is appropri- 
ately followed by that outburst of holy grief, when 
He wept over these very men. A day or two 
before His last suflFerings, He is coming to Jeru- 
salem in triumph over the palm-strewed road ; the 
multitudes before and behind crying, " Hosanna to 
the Son of David : " and when from the green slope 
of Olivet there flashed at once into fuU view the 
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guilty city, that killed the prophets, and stoned 
them that were sent unto her, and that was soon to 
fill Tip the measure of her iniquities by crucifjring 
the Lord of glory Himself, in the very midst of the 
hosanna shouts He burst into tears, and " wet the 
palms with a dew sweeter than the moistures upon 
Mount Hermon, or the drops of manna." 

What shall we say ? Shall we say that the power 
showed forth in Jesus was the power of God, but 
that His tears were the tears of man ? The Scrip- 
ture does not make that distinction. Uniformly it 
speaks of God as a Being capable of emotion. We 
mutilate the Scripture idea of God if we miss this 
out. He whose " soul was grieved for the misery of 
Israel," whose pity is like unto a father's pity, who 
was afflicted in all the affliction of His people, has 
revealed Himself in Jesus ; and in His compassions 
I see " the compassions of our God" I have not 
only the man Christ Jesus before me. Himself " hurt 
by the archers," and thus knowing our pain, but the 
great God of the universe. And I see into His 
heart, how compassionate He is, how very pitiful, 
and receive a most astonishing commentary on the 
words, "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and liva" 

A third thing I see in the character of the 
Father, as revealed by Jesus, namely, Grace, Mercy, 
Kindness to the miserable and ill-deserving; — 
aU, in short, that is told in the words, " God 
is love'^ 
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Of course, Goodness is included here, as the less is 
included in the greater. It is not necessary to enter 
upon any illustration of this, farther than to say 
that Jesus revealed the Goodness of God both by 
His life and by His teaching : by His life, in that 
" He went about doing good ; " by His teaching, of 
which these words are a fair specimen: — "Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them who 
despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye 
may be the children of your Father who is in 
heaven ; for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust." 

This Grace of God, revealed in Jesus, is not the 
soft indulgence of a foolish father, who shuts his 
eyes to the faults of his child and refuses to see 
them, and so leans toward sin. It is not the shrink- 
ing of a timid and feeble ruler from strong, just 
measures, lest he should be unable to carry them 
out. It is not the waiting of one who bears injury 
in the meantime, intending to avenge it to the full 
when his opportunity comes roimd. It is the merci- 
ful kindness of the infinitely merciful One toward 
his sinful, ruined, helpless creatures, with nothing 
on their part to draw it forth. Its first care is to 
glorify divine righteousness, to magnify the law 
and make it honourable, that justice may suffer no 
violence or dishonour ; for mercy must not trample 
on the rights of justice. 

One of the hardest of aU things (a thing possible 
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only for the Holy Spirit to accomplish) is to con- 
vince sinful men of the existence of grace in God. 
They judge of Him by their own selfish hearts. 
They think that He is altogether such a one as 
themselves. They can believe in power, omni- 
science, wisdom, righteousness; but not in grace. 
The gospel that tells of it seems a gigantic fraud ; 
the very magnificence and freeness of the gift 
brought nigh, serve only to arouse their suspicion. 
They could believe in a gospel announcing, The 
great God will never miss you; or in a gospel 
announcing that they may crouch in at dusk by 
some back way, and take their place among the 
hired servants ; but they cannot credit a gospel of 
free grace, which ofiers them (blood-bought) the 
place, and love, and heritage of sons. 

I see the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
Incarnation, when for our sakes the Highest stooped 
to lowest place. To my mind, that is the prime 
wonder of His ways; and after that, I am astonished 
at nothing : even when He dies for me, I say. It is 
just like Him, I see His grace manifested in His 
Patience, in that with infinite hatred of sin in His 
heart, and infinite power in His arm. He dwelt 
among sinners and did not consume them. I see 
His grace in His Manner of Life among men. They 
called Him the Friend of sinners : so He was ; and 
the lest Friend that sinners ever had. He went 
about doing good, unruffled by malignant hatred. 
His life exhibited a compassionate and holy love, 
which stands up solitary above all other love that 
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the world has ever known. He freely associated 
with the deepest lost. The publicans and sinners 
drew near Him, and He did not repulse them, but 
received them, oh, how graciously! Look at this 
picture, as fresh as if it had been painted yester- 
day, of Penitence weeping at the feet of Mercy : — 
a woman that was a sinner — a. woman whose very 
touch was pollution — comes into a house where Jesus 
sits at meat, and stands behind Him weeping, and 
washes His feet with her tears, and wipes them 
with the hairs of her head, and kisses them, and 
anoints them with ointment ; and the Saviour, who 
knows all, lets her do it; oflFers no resistance; 
makes no objection ; accepts the service ; and sends 
her away with her sins forgiven. That is an illus- 
tration of His manner of life. I see His grace dis- 
played, too, in special sovereign Acts — acts of pardon 
and salvation — as when He saved the malefactor's 
soul, in the dark and bitter hour of death. Once 
more I see His grace in His Dying, and dying to 
accomplish such ends. Jjowe is commonly supposed 
to be popular with men. Ah, but the truest Love 
was rewarded with a cross. They hated Him with- 
out a cause, and resolved He should die. It was 
for this very hour that He came into the world. 
Love brought Him, and Love offers the final sacrifice. 
He comes forth from the place of His agony ; He 
yields Himself into the hands of men ; He is con- 
denmed to be crucified ; He is scourged and spit 
upon ; He is brought to the place of death ; He is 
nailed to the tree; and there He hangs, through 
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the long hours of shame and torture, 

** Till light forsook His dosing eyes. 
And life His drooping head." 

There is the consummation of the Grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : He dies, the Just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us unto God. Now, all that 
grace of Jesus is the revelation of the Father's 
grace, rich, sovereign, free. Look there : that is 
God. In that gracious Eedeemer I see what God 
is : " the Zordy the Lord God, merciful and graciovs" 
who overcometh evil with good. 

Though these three things — the Father's Right- 
eousness, and Compassion, and Grace — have neces- 
sarily been named and illustrated separately, yet it 
must be remembered that in the Divine character 
they are united, and mingle their rays ; and we can 
no more separate them than our fingers can untwist 
a beam of sunlight. So far as concerns our salva- 
tion from sin, they harmonize. Men, indeed, have 
sometimes spoken as if God's attributes conflicted, 
and needed reconciling the one to the other ; as if 
His righteousness forbade what His compassion and 
love were bent on doing. We must take heed 
that we do not represent God as divided against 
Himself. If we understand the Divine method 
of salvation, we shall see that righteousness is on 
the same side with compassion and grace. God's 
eternal righteousness, as truly as His mercy, finds 
its satisfaction in the Eedeeming Work and Sacrifice 
of Christ Jesus. 

Oh, heir of immortality, acquaint yourself with 
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this great subject. It is worth your most earnest 
and patient study. It is your very life. The know- 
ledge of it is not to be attained by indolence. He 
who does not seek cannot find. Nor by lifting our- 
selves up ; but by bowing down, stooping the intel- 
lect, and surrendering ourselves to the teaching of 
the pure and blessed Spirit. Do not rest satisfied 
until you know God as He is seen in Christ Jesus, 
and feel all His perfections smiling upon you — His 
love and righteousness. His compassion and truth, 
His power- and gentleness, His mercy and holiness, 
all united to save even yo\L 



CHAPTER VIII. 

THE father's attitude. 

How does God stand aflfected towards us ? He is 
the high and lofty One who inha-biteth eternity : 
does He think of creatures so low as we are ? He 
is the holy One of Israel, too pure to look upon 
iniquity : if He does think upon us, what are His 
thoughts ? What is in His heart ? Will He stamp 
out sin, or may He pardon it? Is His attitude 
such as to attract us to Him, or make us run from 
Him in terror ? The subject is one in which all 
men are deeply and equally interested ; and nothing 
can be more imnatural and foolish than indifference 
respecting it. 

There are two views, both of them wrong, between 
which men's minds have oscillated, in all ages and 
lands, respecting this subject. According to the 
one view, God is not terrible to sin. Either He 
is good-natured and indulgent, or He is absolutely 
indifferent, sitting on a throne, above the stars, in 
serene and cold magnificence, too high to care for 
the like of us, no more concerned with the thoughts 
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and ways of men than men are with the dance of 
insects in a summer evening. « The Lord hath for- 
saken the earth ; He will not do good, neither wiU 
He do evil." According to the other view, God is 
an object of dread and terror. " I heard Thy voice 
in the garden," the heart mutters, " and was afraid." 
It was mentioned in the newspapers at the time, 
that after the battle of Solferino, some hundreds of 
wounded soldiers crept into coppices and ravines 
and other hiding places, afraid of bad treatment 
from the victorious French ; and searching parties 
continued to bring them in, for several days, in all 
stages of exhaustion. Just so do sinful men dread the 
Almighty God, r^arding Him as their Chief Enemy. 
This view expresses itself in the Molochs and Sivas 
that men have created for themselves, to render a 
trembling, and horrid, and often bloody worship to. 
"When you look through a red glass," says Arch- 
bishop Leighton, " the whole heavens seem bloody : 
when sin unpardoned is betwixt, and we look on 
God through that, we can perceive nothing but 
anger and wrath in His countenance." These two 
views, variously modified and variously expressed, 
meet us all through the history of human thought ; 
and men's minds in all ages have naturally oscillated 
between them. 

What does God say Himself ? His full answer is 
given in Jesus. A gradual revealing of His attitude, 
prefigurative and predictive, as well as by holy and 
gracious acts, had been in progress before : the full 

disclosure is in Jesus. And it is made in a living 

H 
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manner. Kot as in a statue — ^blind, bloodless, 
marble-faced, whose attitude is one and unchange- 
able; but as in a living, breathing man, in whose 
face and aspect is the play of feeling, and whose 
hands and feet move at the bidding of his heart 

Speaking generally, the Divine attitude, thus 
revealed, is one of righteous mercy; exactly corre- 
sponding to His character. There is righteovsness, 
that stands aloof from all evil, and that provides 
for the honour of eternal justica Eighteousness ; 
which awakens in us a sense of personal sin, and 
brings up the cry from the depths of the heart. 
Have mercy v/pon me, God^ according to Thy loving^ 
kindTiess. We sometimes speak thoughtlessly about 
this matter, and say. If God had dealt with us in 
righteousness, He would have destroyed us. But He 
lias dealt with us in righteousness : He is " a Just 
God and a Saviour." Along with righteousness, 
there is riMrcy, whose magnitude amazes and over- 
whelms me. Had the coming of the Son of God 
been fore-announced, without its purpose being 
told, the tidings might well have spread dismay, 
** Surely,' might the holy angels have said, ''He 
Cometh to shoot forth His lightnings and destroy themr 
''Surely!' might men have said, "He cometh to Judge 
tJic earth ; and who shall abide the day of His coming, 
and stand when He appeareth ? " 

'* But not with thunders strowed 
Was His tempestuous road. 
Nor indignation burned before Him on His way." 

He comes not in judgment-wrath, but in mercy; 
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riot to destroy, but to save. He deals with us not 
according to our sins, nor rewards us according to 
our iniquities. He goes about doing good ; healing 
men's bodies ; pronouncing their sins forgiven ; 
calling them back to a better life. A palsied man 
is brought to Him one day on a bed ; and seeing 
the faith of the poor forlorn man and his friends 
who carried him. He said — ^reading the secrets of 
the unopened book of his heart, the penitential 
longing that his lips could not utter — He said, Son^ 
he of good cheer; thy sins he forgiven thee. Another 
day an adultress is dragged into His presence, and 
the question is put by those who bring her (gray- 
bearded men, perhaps, who dared to come with 
mock-virtue into the presence of the Holiest) : 
"Moses in the law commanded that such should 
be stoned ; but what sayest Thou ? " He does not 
acquit her. Her gmlt could not be denied. Her 
bowed head and crimson cheeks told all the sad 
story. But He sends her away in peace, to sin no 
more. When her accusers brought her in, and put 
^ their question, Jesus stooped down and wrote on 
the ground ; His silence evidently with a purpose 
and a meaning in it Failing to understand His 
silence, they pressed their question ; and then, 
lifting Himself up. He quietly bent on them His 
holy look, and said, He that is without sin among 
you, let him cast the first stons ; and having spoken, 
He stooped down again, and resumed His writing 
on the ground. The calm, simple words, so quietly 
spoken, smote them like the voice of God. In- 
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stantly memory and conscience are busy. Ah, 
He has judged more than the woman. One by 
one, they steal away and disappear. lifting upon 
her His holy, pitying look, when her accusers 
(conscience-convicted) had all gone out, He said, 
" Woman, where are those thine accusers ? hath 
no man condemned thee ? " She said, " No man, 
Lord.*' And Jesus said imto her, "Neither do I 
condemn thee : go and sin no more ; " and she went 
away, clothed with forgiveness, to live another Ufa 
Again, the publicans and sinners of Jerusalem have 
gathered round Him, attracted by His gracious 
words and bearing ; men (I can believe) who have 
served in the legions of sin, and been ** pierced with 
the lances and torn with the shot," and women who 
have stooped to utterest shame. The Pharisees and 
Scribes, looking on from a distance, murmur that 
He should stand on such terms with sinners, whom 
they would not have touched. And that murmuring 
calls forth the three Parables of the fifteenth chapter 
of Luke, about the Lost Sheep, the Lost Piece of 
Money, and the Lost Son, in which He exhibits, as | 
language had never exhibited before, the misery of 
sinful man and the great compassionate love of the 
Father in heavea Instead of dispersing the com- 
pany that has gathered round Him, the murmuring 
serves only to bring more brightly and fully into 
view the grace of the Saviour's heart, and to let 
publicans and sinners know how ready He is to 
bless them. Now, in the attitude of mercy, which 
Jesus assumed toward sinful men, He reveals the 
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attitude of the Father, whose representative He is. 
The old words are embodied and manifested forth 
livingly. before our eyes : " The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant 
in goodness and trutL" These are mere words no 
more : God in the person of His Son has embodied 
them in living acts. 

This mercy is variously represented to us. Ac- 
cording to one class of representations, it is mercy 
tlud has come nigh to us, Jesus did not stand afar 
off from sinners, and send His voice across a wide 
distance, as you call one back across some miry or 
thorny way, not caring to go for him. But He 
came and dwelt among us. Again and again we 
meet such a record as this, that He is "gone to 
be guest with a man that is a sinner." Matthew, 
Zacchaeus, the woman of Samaria, the woman that 
was a sinner, and many others will at once occur 
to every memory. SeK-righteousness is astounded. 
It would have a holy Being keep sinners at a 
distance, or meet them with a scowL It would 
have Him say. Stand hack, and do not touch ms! 
The leper would repel the leper as unclean. But 
the incarnate Mercy did the very reverse of that 
The story of the Gospel is just how He went about 
among them, seeking them, knocking at their doors, 
entering their houses, sitting at their tables, eating 
with them, touching them with holy hands, opening 
His heart to them, bidding them back to God — ^in 
all ways earning His name of everlasting honour. 
The Friend of sinners. And therein is revealed the 
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attitude of the Divine mercy : it is not mercy that 
beckons us from a distance, or that offers to come 
half-way to meet us, but that has crossed the whole 
breadth of our separation from God, and come close 
up to us just where we stand ; seeking mercy, for if 
God had not come after me, I would never have 
thought of Him, 

According to another class of representations, it 
is mercy thai invites us. Two men, who were friends 
in youth, have quarrelled : for years they have stood 
aloof 

'' Like diffs that had been rent asnnder ; " 

yet in both their hearts is a yearning for the resto- 
ration of broken friendship. It needs only a word 
on either side to bring them together again; but 
pride forbids the speaking of it. Here (without 
any wish for it on our side) God has spoken the 
first word, and that a word of grace, bidding us 
back to Him. 

Jesus did not merely show to men the mercy that 
is in the Father's heart; but He lifted up His 
voice in invitation. There was invitation in His 
very manner and bearing. The publicans and 
sinners saw this, and read their welcome in His 
face. He invited sinners to Him in express words, 
like these (warm yet with emotion across these 
eighteen centuries !) — " Come unto me, all ye tJuit 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,'' He came " to call" sinners to repentance ; 
and oh how loud, loving, reiterated, heart-melting 
His calls! And just before He ascended into 



THE FATHER'S ATTITUDK 119 

heaven, He left this charge with His disciples, that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached 
in His name among all nations. That is the mercy 
of God the Father. Not mercy that stands coldly 
waiting, stony-faced, in dignified silence, till we 
come ; but that invites us nigh ; yea, that beseeches ; 
yea, that draws, with cords of love and with the 
bands of a man; yea, that runs to meet us and 
clasp us in its warm embrace. Never, till I read 
how Jesus dealt with sinners, do I understand tho 
full meaning, or the real urgency, of those words of 
old: "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, turn 
ye, for why wiQ ye die ?" 

Some child or child-heart asks, perplexed. But 
what is it to come? Conceive of it in this way : If 
Jesus were to appear personally before you — ^if He 
were to look with His holy and loving eyes into 
your eyes — if He were to stand before you, wearing 
the tokens of His Divine power and the marks and 
memorials of His dying love — ^if He were to stretch 
out His arms towards you, and name your name, 
and say, Come unto Me — ^what would you do? 
Would you not run to Him at once, and cast your- 
self into His outstretched arms, and say, my 
Saviour, I come at Thy "bidding ; I trust Thy lov^ 
ing-kindness and Thy power to save me ? Well, He 
is as near you as all that Though you do not see 
Him with the bodily eye. He is yet very near you. 
There is His eye of infinite love looking into your. 



120 THE FATHER EEVEALED IN JESUS. 

face. See how His arms, once outstretched upon 
the cross, are wide open to receive you. Eun to 
Him ; cast yourself into His arms ; leave yourself 
with Him; trust Him with everything for both 
worlds; and then say, "I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed to Him against 
That Day." 

If your heart is like to fail, when you think, / 
am low, and He is high; I am vile and He is pure, 
encourage yourself by saying, But He has hiddeTi 
me come. A poor boy stands shivering, homeless, 
friendless, with scarce rags enough to cover him, 
in one of the squares of a great city, one winter 
afternoon. He does not know where he is to sleep 
all night, or where he is to get his breakfast 
to-morrow morning. A rich man sees him, steps 
up to him, talks with him, learns his story, and 
says to him. Come to my house (telling the street 
and the number), and I vnll he a friend to you. 
The poor boy goes; but when he sees the house, 
and the signs of grandeur about it, and climbs the 
steps leading to the front-door, his heart begins to 
sink, and he says, Perhaps he will turn ms away, 
and refuse to see me. But then he encourages 
himself by saying. Ah, hvjt he hade me coTifie ! Even 
so, when you think of His greatness and your 
littleness. His purity and your sin, and when your 
heart is like to fail within you, encourage yourself 
by saying. He will not cast me out, for He has 
hidden me come! 
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According to another class of representations, it 
is mercy that receives U8. " This man," the Phari- 
sees and Scribes said, "receiveth sinners." They 
meant it for a reproach : it is in truth an uncon- 
scious and imwiUing Hosanna. Whenever a soul 
drew near, though stained with sins of scarlet or 
crimson dye, the Lord had a gracious welcome 
ready; a free pardon and a heart of love. Not 
only by His manner of dealing with sinners, but 
by His whole teaching, Jesus showed that the 
Father's mercy is receiving mercy. Take just one 
example — the parable of the prodigal son. A young 
man is seen leaving his father's house for a far 
country. He has received his " portion," and is his 
own master. Being arrived in the far country, 
away from under his father's eye and the holy 
restraints of home, he wasted his substance with 
riotous living ; went on in this course till he had 
spent his aH For a time, all went well; the 
young man rejoiced in his youth, and his heart 
cheered him in the days of his youth, and he 
walked in the ways of his heart and the sight of 
his eyes. But the joy, such as it was, speedily 
passed. There arose a mighty famine in that land, 
and he began to be in want. There is no one to 
court his society now. His old friends give him a 
cold nod when they meet him, and push hastily on : 
by and by, when they see him coming, they cross 
to the other side of the way, and pass him without 
recognition : some of them even look into his face 
with a cold stare, as if they had never seen him 
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before. No man knows him. "All thy lovers 
have forsaken thee; all thy friends have dealt 
treacherously with thee, and are become thine 
enemies." In his extremity — for hunger must be 
fed — ^he hires himself out as a swineherd. One 
day, in his degradation and bitter misery, he sits 
down and thinks. His mind goes back to home. 
What an Eden it seems to him ! How well it is 
with the meanest tJiere! "I will arise," he says 
within himself, " and go to my father, and wiU say 
to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: Toahe me as (me of thy hired servants!* 
This is the turning-point : the young man is " come 
to himself." Immediately he began to carry his 
resolution into effect, and started for home. You 
see him on the way, emaciated, haggard, barefoot, 
clothed in his swineherd rags, the whole bundle 
not worth sixpence: how changed from him who 
went forth with high hope and step elate, in aU 
the pride and beauty of his youth ! As soon as he 
comes within sight of home, there is an eye that 
perceives his approach. Many a time, in the silent 
night, the father had thought of his poor boy far 
away; many a time, when he was devouring his 
living with harlots, the father had been praying 
for him; many a yearning, wistful look had he 
sent out into the twilight, to see if perchance his 
wanderer were coming home again. And now the 
eye of the father is the first to see that slowly 
approaching figure, and to know it for his son. 
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With the quicksightedness of parental love, he 
sees him when yet a great way off And he does 
not wait for the poor wanderer to come back all 
the way, but has compassion and runs to meet 
him — (" Oh the haste that mercy makes ; the sinner 
makes not half that speed !") — and clasps him with 
a glad embrace. "Bring forth the best robe and 
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand and 
shoes on his feet ; and bring hither the fatted calf, 
and kill it ; and let us eat and be merry ; for this 
my son was dead and is alive again ; he was lost 
and is found." Now in all this, Jesus lets us see 
how God receives the returning sinner. He does not 
tell in the parable of the sacrifice offered for sin, 
nor of the gospel that calls the sinner to return, 
nor of the Holy Spirit who inclines him to re- 
turn ; simply exhibits God's receiving love. When 
a sinful man moved by the blessed Spirit, and 
imder a true sense of his sin and apprehension 
of the mercy of God in Christ, arises and goes 
to the heavenly Father, it is ever thus : he is 
not only received, but welcomed, with the love 
and gladness of the Heart of God. The guilty 
past is forgiven; his sin is removed as far as the 
east is from the west; he is accepted in the 
Beloved, and made the righteousness of God in 
Him; is made an heir of God and a joint-heir 
with Christ. 

According to another class of representations, the 
mercy of the Father, as seen in Jesus, is mercy with 
a listening ear. When the poor and the needy 
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cried to Jesus, He heard them. If He delayed 
awhfle, it was that He might prepare their hearts, 
and give a larger blessing. A heathen woman once 
came to Him for healing to her daughter. For a 
time Jesus is silent to her ; seems as if He heard 
her not ; answers her not a word. The disciples at 
length beseech Him to grant her request and send 
her away; "for she crieth after us." Jesus teUs 
them, " I am not sent but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." Then comes the woman and 
worships Him, saying, " Lord, help me." He 
answers, "It is not meet to take the children's 
bread and to cast it to the dogs." " Truth, Lord," 
she replies ; " yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their master's table." And Jesus exclaims, 
" woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt" Indeed, He has been hearing her 
from the first, though He seemed to be deaf; and 
now He gives her the whole desire of her heart. 
Yea, He heard and answered even unspoken prayers. 
When Martha met Him near her brother's grave, 
and said to Him, ^* Lord, if Thou hadst been here^ 
my Tyrother had not died ; hut I hnow that even now, 
whatsoever Thou wUt ask of God, God wUl give it 
Thee^' He knew what lay deep in her heart, and 
granted the request which her lips dsired not fifame 
into speech: "Thy brother," He said, "shall rise 
again." In all this Jesus reveals the mercy of the 
Father: it is mercy with a listening ear. I say 
listening rather than merely open; for His ear is 
bowed down to hear — ready to catch the first faint 
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whisper of desire. I tried, when speaking of God 
as the Ever-near and the All-knowing, and again 
when speaking of His power, to show what encou- 
ragement we have to pray to Him; and now I 
return to the subject It is a marvellous privilege 
for creatures and sinners to be allowed " to speak 
to God," to draw His attention specially to our 
desires, to repeat and urge them, and to rest in the 
hope of an answer. Jesus shows that the Divine 
mercy gives this privilege. He does not indeed 
seek to make the subject plain to our comprehen- 
sion. Perhaps it cannot be made plain to us. 
Perhaps to human comprehension the questions 
can never be answered. Is not God unchangeable ; 
and where then is room for prayer ? Is not God 
infinitely wise and righteous ; and ought He then 
to make a difference at the entreaty of man ? Is 
it not presumption to ask the Supreme Governor 
to alter His course of procedure for us ? Are not 
cause and effect indissolubly chained together ; and 
how can the breath of himian lips sever them? 
To natural reason, these and like inquiries present 
insurmountable difficulty. The difficulty does not 
indeed lie where it has been often- placed. The 
difficulty is not how God can answer prayer with- 
out setting aside the laws of nature. He can use 
the laws of nature, without loosening the tie that 
binds cause and effect together. Man can do so ; 
and why not God? Now Jesus did not seek to 
clear away the difficulties which surround the 
subject; but, as a matter of fact, He answered 
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prayeVy and taught us to think of the Divine 
mercy as mercy with a listening ear. 

I think one cannot study the record without 
coming to the conclusion that no true prayers 
are left unnoticed or unanswered. When a child 
asks something of his father, which would not be 
good to give, the father answers. No, my dear child; 
if I were to do what you ask, it would hurt you; 
and I love you too well for that. But iVb is an 
answer as well as Yes. And No in the right place 
is as kind and loving an answer as Yes; and pro- 
bably there are few parents but would have shown 
more love to their children by saying No offcener 
than they have done. Even so with God. He 
sometimes answers our prayers by saying No; and 
His No to His child is as loving a word as His 
Yes, and as real an answer. The thing of which 
Jesus assures us is, that God really does answer 
true prayer. 

Once more, the Divine mercy, revealed in Jesus, 
is mercy with an arm ready to save. How ready, 
is shown in the story of the Pharisee and the 
PubHcan. Two men went up into the temple to 
pray ; the one a representative of the righteousness 
of the nation, the other of its unrighteousness; "a 
Brahmin and a Pariah." The righteous man stood 
and prayed thus "with himself" (more conscious, 
it would seem, of his oion presence than of God's) : 
"God, I thank Thee I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican: I fast twice in the week; I give tithes 
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of all that I possess." I make no remark about 
this harangue, except that it wants every thing 
that prayer should have. But the poor Publican 
stands afar oflP, feeUng that his sin has removed him 
and set him at a distance. In deepest shame, he 
will not lift up so much as his eyes imto heaven. 
He cannot look God in the face. " my God," 
his attitude says, " I am ashamed and blush to lift 
up mine eyes to Thee, my God. Mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I cannot look 
up." He smites upon his breast,* like a man in 
inward pain, as much as to say, " My soul is full of 
troubles, and my life draweth nigh to the grave." 
And he cries out, "God be merciful to me the 
sinner." God, show me mercy through the blood 
of the Sacrifice. "I tell you," the Lord Jesus 
says, " this man went down to his house justified" 
The mercy came at once. God did not say to him. 
There must he some delay: you must wait till you 
learn somewhat more of the terrors of the law, and 
the misery of a soul estranged from God; and after 
that you may obtain absolution. Not so. But one 
look of trust at the slain Sacrifice, one short, sharp, 
eager cry for mercy — and he goes down to his house 
"justified." The Pharisee went back as he came ; 
for God cannot deal with the proud ; the rich He 
sends empty away; — ^the poor PubHcan gets all 
he needed. Thus the mercy whose attitude Jesus 
reveals, is mercy with an arm ready to save. 
And that arm is the arm of Omnipotence. There 

* The right place. UU dolor, ibi majms, as Bengel says. 



I 



128 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

are none whom " the clasps of hell" have so " finnly 
grasped " but He is able to deliver them. He never 
failed any that looked to Him. He never put a 
case past Him as hopeless. He is mighty, yea, 
almighty, to save. 

In one of the storms which swept our coasts 
a few winters ago, a ship was wrecked little more 
than a stone's cast from safety. A great crowd of 
people gathered to the place, and lined the shore, as 
twilight darkened into night They could hear- 
er fancied they heard — the cries of the sailors 
and others on board, mingling with the sounds 
of the tempest. In the crowd was a young boy, 
some ten or twelve years of age. He lingered 
tm terror drove him home. When he lay down 
that night, he could not sleep for many hours. 
At length he sank into that strange condition, 
between sleep and waking, in which one cannot 
distinguish the real from the imaginaiy ; and 
thought that he was out on the ocean in a little 
boat He felt it struck and tossed by the waves, 
and expected every moment to be engulfed. Just 
when he thought himself ready to perish, he saw, 
bending over him, a shadowy face, with a look of 
calmness and strength and imutterable love; and 
it seemed by and by as if shadowy aims were 
stretched out and embraced him ; and he sank into 
a deep, sweet slumber that lasted till morning. 
Ah, it is no dream for one who trusts in Grod. The 
tempest rages ; but with the eye of faith I see the 
face of Grod, and around me are the everlasting 
arms. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE father's counsel. 

Jesus reveals the Father's counsel respecting men. 
I do not refer just now to His purpose respecting 
individuals, whether in appointing the bounds of 
their habitation, or in the special grace He vouch- 
safes them. That is left among the secret things 
which belong to the Lord our God, of which He 
gives no account to any. He is a Sovereign : He 
does not consult tis about these matters, nor treat 
us as if we had some right to be taken into His 
confidence. Enough for us to know. He has His 
own great plan, which is gradually unfolded in 
providence and history, to the praise of the glory 
of HQs grace. Men labour to accomplish their own 
designs; and drive their shuttle to and fh); but 
all the while they are weaving God's web. Of 
this, however, I do not speak. But I refer to the 
Divine purpose which is made manifest by the 
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ. In having 
the mind of Christ, we have that of the Father 

also. It is, of course, only a revelation in part; 

I 
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and it is so for this reason, which is perfectly 
sufficient, though there were no other, that we are 
not prepared for the full knowledge, nor indeed 
capable of receiving it. Even an earthly father 
feels that in communicating his mind to his young 
children, the commimication is necessarily limited 
by their capacity. They want his experience, his 
grasp of thought, his comprehension of the bearings 
and issues of things; and, of course, what they 
receive is by no means commensurate with what 
is in his mind. Inconceivably more are we in- 
capable, both from our mental limitation and our 
moral derangement, of receiving in their fulness the 
thoughts of the Divine Mind. Just as our corporeal 
eyesight cannot pierce to the circumference of the 
material universe, as little can our mental eyesight 
foUow out the thoughts of God. Even as to those 
which are revealed, we see the direction in which 
they run, but we see not to their end; they are, 
like Himself, infinite. 

Attempting a mere indication of some of His 
thoughts toward us, I begin by saying : Jesus has 
reoealed the FatheT^s purpose that we shall live here- 
after. Death has the key of all our houses. The 
porter at the palace-door can no more shut him out 
than the porter at the door of the poor-house. We 
step aside from busy life, and lie down on our beds 
in mortal sickness; and our friends whisper and 
say. He is dead, and wrap us in a winding-sheet, 
and lay us in a coffin, and screw down the lid, and 
carry us to the churchyard, and come back without 
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US ; and the place that knew us once knows us no 
more for ever. I remember, one autumn evening, 
on the west coast of Scotland, coming upon the 
ruins of a house on a hiU-sida Only the founda- 
tions of the four walls remained. There had been 
mirth and ringing laughter ; there had the feet of 
children played ; there had psalms been sung ; there 
had been marriage-joy and mourning for the dead. 
It was all over long ago. Where were the dwellers 
in that home nowl A deserted churchyard lay 
beneath — ^green ivy ran over the crumbling walls of 
the house of prayer ; and the sea stretched beyond. 
Their dust might He under that green grass, or 
beneath these blue waves : but was all there ? and 
was the grave the end of their wondrous pilgrimage ? 
and were sorrow, joy, love, desire, thought, passion, 
memory, hope, being, extinguished for ever ? I too 
shall pass away : I am sailing a sea where all the 
ships are outward bound. The Hght is failing ; and 
I am drifting — drifting — drifting: ah, whither? 
Shall I pass from being, or continue to exist, in 
some wondrous world, after death, for ever and for 
ever? Jesus reveals my Immortality; that God 
has destined me to be, throughout eternal ages. 
This doctrine, not altogether a strange one even 
to the heathen, though unassured, is implied in the 
whole teaching of Jesus, underlies it, pervades it, 
follows from it, gives it consistency and harmony, 
and, above aU, is brought to light in the great fact 
of His own risen lifa "Because I live," is His 
word to all who believe in Him, "ye shall live 
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also." (Compare, e,g,y Matt. xxv. 31-46 ; Luke xvi. 
19-31; XX. 27-38; John v. 28, 29; vL 39, 40; 
XL 25, 26.) 

It is thus only that we have assurance of the 
future. A certain writer represents man as sepa- 
rated from the Unseen — if there is an Unseen — ^by 
a black, impenetrable curtain, which hangs down at 
the extremity of human life, and which no living 
man has yet drawn aside. Many generations have 
stood with their torches before it, anxiously guess- 
ing what Kes behind. Many have seen their own 
moving shadows thrown on the curtain, and have 
imagined these to be figures belonging to the 
Unseen. Priests have painted the curtain with 
their own dreams, gloomy or cheerful, fantastic or 
terrible. But no one has actually seen beyond. A 
deep silence reigns behind the curtain ; no answer 
is made to our passionately imploring cries : no 
sign of any kind, to tell of life or joy or woe. 
This is indeed the condition in which men are, 
apart from Divine revelation ; and our guesses and 
reasonings go for nothing. It is in Jesus Christ 
only that we have assuranca Here is One who has 
come from the Unseen, and mingled with us for 
a time, and revealed our immortality, and told us 
in dimly-awful language some of the secrets of the 
other world, and then gone away again into the 
Eternity from whence He cama 

Jesus has revealed the Father's coimsel respecting 
the salvation of men; and He did it in this way — 
He went about saving them. Looking at the sal- 
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vation which Jesus by the will of the Father gave, 
I see that it is a salvation which Godjnirposed "before 
the world began. The kingdom which the blessed of 
the Father inherit is a kingdom prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world. It is a salvation 
which begins tiow and here. We do not need to wait 
for it till we pass into eternity : we have it in its 
elements and beginnings in this world. It is a 
salvation that is meant for body and spirit both, 
Jesus showed by His miracles of healing wrought 
upon the bodies of men what God would have the 
human body to be ; and by His miracles of healing 
wrought upon the souls of men, what He would 
have the human soul to be ; and how both are to 
share in His redemption. It is a salvation that 
means life, A very wonderful thing life is, even in 
its lower forms. The wonder increases, as we pass 
upward and upward through various orders of being 
tiU we come to man, and observe in him the flower 
of natural life — ^the life of sense and intellect and 
human affection. The life wherein salvation con- 
sists is loftier and more wondrous stilL It is a 
new kind of life. It is life in the truest, broadest, 
deepest sense. As found at present, however, it 
is feeble, rudimentary, and mingled with deathly 
elements. If any man desires to know what it is, 
in its true nature and glory, the New Testament 
points to the Son of God, dwelling as a man among 
men, and says, There is the life manifested ; there 
it is, disclosed and embodied in bright, unsullied 
purity; that very life which you see in Jesus 
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Christ is the life which God designs for redeemed 
man. It would be of very little moment to me to see 
that life manifested in an angeL Our natures are 
different ; and I feel that it could be of small help 
or benefit to me to see it there. If or would it help 
me greatly to see the life manifested in a glorified 
saint; in one of the spirits of just men made 
perfect. We belong to diflerent worlds: I to a 
world of temptation, and sin, and weakness, and 
manifold sorrow ; he to a world of purity and high 
felicity. But the eternal life wherein salvation 
consists has been manifested in the Son of man, 
down here upon earth, amidst the very scenes and 
influences by which I am myself surrounded ; and 
I see in Him what eternal life means for me. It is 
a salvation that comes to tcs throiigh Uoodshedding. 
He who brought it, brought it through the sacrifice 
of Himself: — ^the Good Shepherd gave His life for 
the sheep. It is a salvation hy gracCy the recipients 
having not the shadow of a claim upon it No man 
can make out a title to it for himself, but must 
accept it as a free and sovereign gift, and must 
have it graciously imparted to his soul by the 
Holy Spirit. God, in giving, has regard not to 
my worthiness or unworthiness, but to His own 
glory. And once more, it is a salvation thai is 
received ly faith — ^which is not the mere honest 
signing of a creed, but the reliance of the heart 
on the Kedeemer. "He that believeth is not 
condemned; he that believeth not is condemned 
already." I do not enter on any illustration of 
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these points, but state them in the barest and 
briefest way. 

Again, Jesus has revealed the Father's purpose of 
judgment. In the present world, good and evil are 
intermixed. The tares and the wheat grow together. 
To the eye of man, class melts into class insensibly, 
as night melts into day, so that you cannot draw a 
line and say, Tlie night is on this side, and the day 
on thai. But it is not the Father's will that this 
should continue for ever. A separating process is 
going forward, by spiritual agencies, even now. 
The Lord has come, with His fan in His hand, and 
the wheat and the chaflF are going different ways. 
Herein He reveals His purpose for the future. He 
means to separate good and evil by a judgment. 
To this end there shall be a resurrection of the 
dead, both of the just and of the unjust. "The 
hour is coming when aU that are in the graves 
shaU hear the voice of the Son of God, and shall 
come forth." Whatever may take place with men 
as they die, the consummation is for the end of the 
present order of things ; and then shall the prin- 
ciples of the present administration be publicly 
vindicated, and its acts justified. The revelation of 
the Divine purpose of judgment is given in Jesus 
Christ. You feel, in reading the record, that the 
great Judgment is never out of His view ; and 
that human actions and human lives are ever 
regarded in their relation to it. (Compare, e.g., 
Matt. vii. 22; xi. 20; xxv, 31 ; xxvi. 64; John v. 
22-27 ; xii 48.) 
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And as the purpose of judgment is revealed in 
Christ Jesus, so also shall the judgment itself be 
conducted by Him. The Father does not personally 
appear; aU judgment is committed unto the Son. 
He is ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and 
dead. Mark that word "cfearf." A man commits 
some crime that makes a nation shudder, and then 
takes his own life ; — ^thus he evades human judg- 
ment ; we cannot try a corpse ; but no man can get 
from under the Hand of Christ : He is the Judge 
both of the living and the dead. Gathering together 
the scattered hints of Scripture, the standard by 
which men shall be tried is the law which God gave 
them, whether only the Ught of nature, or of special 
revelation. They shall be judged individually ; not 
so many thrown into a class, and each going with 
his class ; but as every man had his own light, and 
did his own works, and stands there complete in his 
own individuality, so shall he be judged by himself, 
just as if he stood alone before the tremendous bar 
of the Supreme. And they shall be judged every 
man according to his works. Every man's works 
shall be taken as the evidence of his being, or not 
being, a child of God. It shall not go by God's 
secret knowledge, by the report of friends, by pro- 
fession and appearance, but "according to their 
works." He that doeth righteousness is righteous : 
he that committeth sin is of the deviL And the 
separation thus made between the good and the 
evil shall be everlasting. After this is no reversal 
of the moral conditions of the being. *' The wicked 
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shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal." 

Jesus has revealed the Father's jpurpose of wrath 
against those who abide in sin, A life of sin is not 
a happy one even now. It wants solid and lasting 
joy. Its mirth is false and hoUow. Its peace is 
liable at any moment to be broken. One does not 
need to be a very penetrating observer in order to 
see that there is a laughter which leaves the heart 
sad ; that purple and fine linen may be the vest- 
ments of very wretchedness ; that pillows of down 
may be planted with invisible thorns ; that spectral 
shapes of terror may haunt lordly haUs ; that the 
crown which binds a royal brow may be more 
painful to wear than if it were red-hot Take into 
account the self-accusing, the shame, the vain 
regrets, the self-contempt, the remorse, the lace- 
rated affections, arid a thousand other things of like 
nature, directly traceable to sin, and you cannot 
help being assured that the Face of God is "set 
against them that do wickedly," even now. But 
Jesus reveals a purpose of wrath hereafter. No 
outburst of blind vindictiveness, but the utter and 
changeless opposition of His holy nature against 
sin. Jesus brings it into view in words that 
almost bum on the page ; yet with an infinite and 
solemn tenderness. I hear Him speak of "many 
stripes," of " outer darkness " full of " wailing and 
gnashing of teeth," of " a furnace of fire," fire " un- 
quenchable," of " everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels," of " eternal damnation," of a 



138 THE FATHER REVEALED IN JESUS. 

fearful place in which even a drop of water for the 
tongue would be felt as an alleviation of misery, 
and which is separated from the abodes of peace 
and holy joy by a great gulf fixed, which none can 
pass over. 

I have stated the naked truth on this awful 
subject, and in the words of the Lord Jesus Him- 
self. I call it awful ; but not from any faltering 
of judgment, as if the things were too dreadful to 
be true; or as if there were some appearance of 
inconsistency with the character of God ; nor from 
any sympathy with that soffc, sentimental religious- 
ness that does not like to shock the nerves of sin 
and offend against politeness by naming hell. Let 
no man stand up to apologize for God's wrath : it is 
righteous ; and let every soul of man say, ATnen, 

Once more, Jesus has revealed in the Father a 
purpose of infinite and everlasting kindness toward 
His own — toward aU who are gathered into His 
covenant, and whose steps are ordered in His law — 
an innumerable multitude — so great, that the soul 
of the Saviour Himself shall be satisfied. There is 
loving-kindness toward them tww, following them 
throughout their mortal life ; and this loving-kind- 
ness nothing can shut out. I call up some illustra- 
tions that have come under my own observation. 
Here is a Christian widow, with a family of young 
children depending on her exertions for their daily 
bread. She knows about " hard times " — ^with their 
anxieties and cares. More than once she has been 
reduced to her last penny — that one coin standing 
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between her children and want. But she has felt 
her life fiUed with the love of God. Her home — 
notwithstanding its poverty and privations — has 
been a singularly happy one. Her children are 
" doing weU/* in the best sense of the expression, 
* and rising up to call her blessed. She often says 
that she has known more of the goodness of God 
than any of her rich neighbours ; and probably she 
has. — Here is one of Christ's saints lying upon a 
sick-bed, aged, poor, with few friends, and these few 
not very able to help him, and not very kind. The 
world has no promise for him now. He will never 
rise from that bed, and he knows it; will never 
pass through that door till he is carried. But God's 
loving-kindness cannot be shut out : it enters his 
cheerless room; it glorifies the place; it encom- 
passes him as an atmosphere ; it inspires a tran- 
quillity and hope which cannot be described ; and 
his heart keeps holy time, singing " Oh, how great 
is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them 
that fear Thee, which Thou hast wrought for them 
that trust in Thee before the sons of men ! " — I 
remember an aged Christian woman who died in 
a poor-house. Her life throughout had been one 
of considerable hardship. She had outlived almost 
all her early acquaintances ; and for some years 
latterly, she did not know of a single blood-relation, 
however distant, in the whole world. She was 
afflicted with a slow and painful disease. Every 
time I went to see her, she had nothing to speak of 
except to praise the Lord for His marvellous loving- 
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kindness to her; and when she had recited His 
goodness, she never failed to add, " Blessed he His 
name ! " She did not seem to know how to cany 
such a load of blessings as the Lord waa laying 
upon her ; and the poor-house appeared (for her) to 
be turned into a waiting-room of the Palace of 
Glory. — ^Yea, the loving-kindness of the Lord is 
with us even in death. I stand by the bedside of 
a dying friend. I see the struggle of expiring 
nature. I kiss the hot brow which I cannot cooL 
I feel the horror of that dreadful thing — death. 
Can there be loving-kindness there? Yes, even 
there. For that saint there is no sting in death, 
no curse, no sense of condemnation, no fear of 
wrath; the Lord is with him, and shields him in 
the last alarms. And when he dies, we lay him in 
"holy earth," believing assuredly that no ill has 
befallen him. 

But the full display of the kindness is not yet ; 
it is reserved for the "Ages to come," that shall 
succeed the Glorious Appearing. " In the ages to 
come He shall show the exceeding richness of His 
grace in His kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus." ' I like that word kindness ; it has the 
sweetness of the dew of heaven in it. It marks the 
mercy of the future as of the very same nature with 
that of the present. That mercy shall be kindness 
down through eternity. A\Tiat a loss if the sub- 
stantial good were to be continued, but the kind- 
ness gone ; as if a rich man should pledge himself, 
out of kindness, to grant a poor man an annual 
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pension, but as time wears on, the kindness is 
lost, though the pension continues ! One has told 
about poor William Cowper in his madness, clinging 
with a hopeless hand to the cross, how 

" Things provided came without the sweet sense of providing/* 

What a calamity is told in these few words ! The 
" things provided " might have their own use and 
worth; but what were they without "the sweet 
sense of providing ? " Even so, were it possible for 
God to continue His gifts, leaving out the kindness, 
what an infinite loss ! But it shall not be so. The 
mercy of the future shall be Kindness, while our 
Father-God has such a heart. 

What the kindness is to be is revealed in Christ 
Jesus. See what the Father has done! He has 
exalted Him, and given Him glory, and made Him 
most blessed for ever. And herein He reveals what 
He designs for His people. Of the glory of Jesus 
we shall be beholders, according to His prayer, 
"Father, I wiU that they also whom Thou hast 
given Me be with Me where I am, that they may 
behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me." Yea, 
of that glory, so far as creatures can, we shall be 
sharers, according to the words, " If we suffer with 
Him, we shaU also be glorified together." On this 
subject I cannot speak. I can but repeat the words 
of inspiration, " It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; but we know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is ; " — we, with these weeping eyes, and stammering 
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lips, and dishonoured heads, and sin-stained souls— 
we shall be like Him — ^the Father's weU-beloved 
Son — at whose feet heaven bows and worships ; — 
these vile bodies changed and fashioned like unto 
His glorious body, and these sin-stained souls fault- 
less in the presence of His glory; — and surely it 
will take nothing less to make us like Him than the 
working of that mighty power whereby He is able 
even to subdue all things unto HimseK ! , 

Beholders and sharers of the glory, in Him, He 
has entered, to take possession for all the children 
of God. This is the security and joy of our hope. 
It is on this that the believing heart rests in the 
hour of trial. I remember visitiug a young woman 
who died some time ago in the faith of the gospel, 
and marking this element in her experience. Her 
simple trust had proved victorious over all natural 
fears, and kept her in perfect peace. Looking for- 
ward into the "awful worlds," she dwelt with 
unspeakable joy on those two Unes in the Scotch 
Paraphrase, which represent the Redeemer as say- 
ing to His people, 

** Regions Unhnovm are safe to you. 
When If yovr Friend, am there.*^ 

There it is — the security and joy of a believer's 
hope; Jesus, the forerunner, is entered for us 
'^within the veil." 

Oh, my brother ! it is eternal life to know God, 
and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. It may be 
that you are unhappy, and hardly know what ails 
you. You carry on your shoulders a black, shadowy 
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burden, of which you would fain get rid, but cannot. 
You are conscious of a strange bondage to evil, from 
which you cannot shake yourself loose. You have 
proved your utter weakness in conflict with temp- 
tation. When you let yourself reflect, you feel 
your heart sinking down and down toward black, 
fathomless abysses. How dark and terrible the 
past looks ! You wish that a covering could be 
thrown over it, or that it could be blotted out and 
eternally forgotten. Upward, all is dark : the throne 
of God seems covered with a threatening cloud ; 
the only tokens to your guilty mind are tokens of 
wrath; and your conscience is dismayed. And when 
you look forward, it is with sinking of heart and 
unutterable dread. ''Dies irce'' — ^your heart wails 
aloud — 

" That day of wrath, that dreadful day, 
V^hen heaven and earth shall pass away. 
What power shall be the sinner's stay ? '* 

The secret of your sad condition is that you are a 
sinner, alienated from God ; and the cure is to know 
Him as He is revealed in His weU-beloved Son. 
This knowledge, the Scripture says, " is life eternal,'* 
Not merely brings, but is, life eternal. I shall sup- 
pose that something like this takes place. You 
enter into your closet ; you spread the Book of God 
open before you, and read. As you read, (through 
the grace of the Divine Spirit) new light breaks in 
upon you ; you begin to know God in Christ Jesus 
as He really is, and not as your heart fancied Him to 
be ; you see how He cares for your sinful soul ; you 
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see how He has mercy even for the like of you ; you 
begin to trust His saving power and love, and your 
bosom begins to warm as if a glowing coal lay at 
your heart. There — the very moment when you 
begin to get the true knowledge of God into your 
heart, through the grace of the blessed Spirit — 
there is eternal life kindled, to grow and brighten 
for ever and ever ; — and henceforth Christ is in 
you, "the Hope of Glory." It is told how one 
said, that if ever he got to heaven, he would wonder 
at three things — ^First, at missing so many whom 
he expected to be there; second, at meeting so 
many there whom he did not look for ; and third, 
and chiefly, at finding himsdf there. . Now this 
third thing is precisely what a Christian disciple 
should Tiot wonder at. If I have been brought 
to know the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to trust His saving power and mercy, it 
will not surprise me to be admitted into glory ; it 
wiU be the very thing I was looking for. 

" Unto Him that loved us, wnd washed VjS from 
mir sins in Sis own blood, and hath made us Icings 
and priests unto God, even His Father^ to Him he 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.'* 



THE END. 
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" Some years ago, a slim little book, 
half pamphlet, half volume, was pub- 
lished by a firm of no great note. 
The book, by its own sheer worth, 
worked its way to a second edition, 
and was issued by our own publishers 
in a third edition. The title of the 
book was ' The Resurrection and the 
Life,' and Mr. Culross was the author. 
The readers of that volume will be 
thankful to see his name attached to 
the volume before us, and this publi- 
cation is well worthy of the author of 
that. Here is the same chaste, elegant 
style, the same full, ripe scholarship, 
the same poetic power, and the same 
freshness and originality of thought. 
It is the old story, but it is not told 
in the old way. It is Jesus Showing 
Mercy, iUustrated by examples. And 
in the story of Nicodemus, of the 
woman of Samaria, of the man bom 
blind, of the woman that was a sin- 
ner, of some little children, of the 
rich young man, of Peter, and of the 
dying thief, we have the freeness, the 
fulness, the grace and the glory of 
the gospel set forth with a winning 
grace, and a matchless force and 
beauty of expression. We are sure 
this volume will be even a greater 
success than its predecessor ; and, if 
it meets the acceptance we wish it, it 
will fully satisfy its author's desires." 
— British and Foreign Evangelical Re- 
view. 

" Each narrative selected illustrates 
some principle or method of our Lord's 
dealing with men, according to their 
condition and necessities. The ex- 
position of these is marked by depth 
of perception and spiritual feeling ; 
and, in their application, the author's 
lively sensibility appears both in the 
variety of practical instructions de- 



duced from them, and in the intensity 
with which they are urged. The book 
is a truly worfliy one, and is excel- 
lently fitted to quicken and direct 
religious inquiry amongst those of the 
large class the author has had parti- 
cularly in view. Few of its kind have 
been written with so much thought- 
fulness, good taste, and literary 
ability. " — Noiiconformist. 

" Here, again, after a pause, is a 
kindred volume, packed fidl of sweet 
meditation, pensive reflection, calm 
musing, and — a new characteristic — 
prophet-like rebuke. There is all the 
earUer culture, beauty, poetic feeling, 
keen vision, and happy scriptural 
quotation and allusion, together With 
the same quaint parenthetic bits, 
side - thoughts lying like gleaming 
gold-grains in the pellucid stream of 
the exposition, and a growing force, 
pungency, wealth of resource. We 
pronounce it a book such as none but 
a mind of high calibre, and possessed 
of no common acquirements and 
graces, could produce." — United Pren- 
hyteHan Magazine. 

" Subjects that have been so fre- 
quently and so thoroughly handled as 
these are not in every writer's power. 
To present them with anything like 
freshness and force requires depth 
of reading, breadth of vision, and 
copiousness of language by no means 
common. Add to these qualifications, 
which Mr. Culross possesses in an 
eminent degree, strong poetic feeling, 
unswerving fidelity to evangelical 
truth, and a practical aim that never 
loses sight of the reader's best in- 
terests, and we can but feel that we 
have the attributes of a writer whose 
works will not fail to be extensively 
popular and \x&QtvL"— Baptist Mag. 
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*'Mr. Cnlross clothes his thoughts 
with much force and beaaty of lan- 
guage, and many of them afford 
striking evidence of the possession of 
a powerful, sympathetic mind — ^power- 
ful to originate new trains of reflec- 
tion, and sympathetic to enter into 
the choicest meditations of others." — 
Patriot. 

*' It is to be earnestly recommended 
as a thoughtful, quickening, heart- 
searching little book." — 2fmic<ni/or- 
inift. 

*' This little treatise comes forth in 
a very unpretending way, but we find 
in it critical skill of no common order, 
tenderness, purity, and thoughtful 
beauty. In all our modem theology 
we know no piece of exposition of a 
more profoundly vital worth." — Dum- 
fries Herald. 

''Radiant with the finest opales- 
cence of a truly poetical and a truly 
original mind." — Northern Weekly 
Standard. 

''Many admirable qualities of an 
expositor a^ discovered in this brief 
essay: a vigorous imagination titiat 
lays hold of the scenery and the char- 
acters of the story with a firm grasp, 
and presents them distinctly and 
vividly ; a critical acquaintance with 
the language of the sacred writer, that 
can delicately discriminate between 
neighboiiring shades of meaning ; an 
eloquent and pathetic spirit that can 
touch the heart ; and considerable 
experimental acquaintance with those 
sorrows for which this beautiful nar- 
rative furnishes so effectual an ano- 
dyne." — Freeman. 

"Instead of dissipating, it shares 
in the spirit and effect of the text. 
This end is gained, partly by follow- 
ing the method of the Evangelist, in 
place of imposing from without a rigid 
logical outline, and compressing with- 
in its limits the thought and the story. 
The author leads us, not along the 
stiff embankments of a reservoir, but 



by the margin of the sea, with its 
majestic sweep. It ir attained in ]^rt, 
too, by vivid word -pictures. But, 
most of all, is to be attributed to 
that unconscious art which ipiings 
from thorough undtrstanding of the 
narrative — an understanding arising 
from the broad sympathy which 
enables him to put himseu in the 
place of the actors." — Aberdam Free 
Pret". 

"We would advise our readers who 
have been weary beyond measure of 
the dreary reflections of writers, who 
can never approach any true or holy 
scene of Scripture without unsoulbig 
it and robbing it of all that is real 
and natural about it, to read this 
little book ere they resolve to have 
done for ever with commentariea on 
t^is eleventh chapter of St. John. 
Mr. Culross's style is throughout per- 
spicuous and forcible. He often says 
in one short sentence what it would 
take most men half-a-dozen to ex- 
press. You find in obscure corners, 
sometimes put into little paren- 
theses, sentences that contain germs 
of thought that might be expanded 

into whole paragraphs But 

we advise our readers to read the 
book for themselves. They will find 
it refreshing, amid all the noise of 
modem preaching, to listen to this 
modest, unassuming, but. withal, 
manly voice." — CommonvstaUh. 

" !niis unpretending little volume 
will be heartily welcomed by thought- 
ful Christians. It is evidently the 
work of an earnest, devout, and gifted 
man. The style is clear and impres- 
sive. The thinking is manly, broad, 
and thorough. There are exquisite 
descriptions of nature here and there ; 
frequent poetic touches of great beauty 
run through it ; and over the whole 
work there breathes a spirit of repose 
which, while it soothes, never tends 
to relax or lull asleep the energy of 
the Christian."— lF««n<M. 
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In the press, crown 8vo, cloth, 

MEMOIB and REMAINS of the Late REV. 

JAS. D. BURNS, 

Minister of the Presbyterian Church, Hampstead. 
By the late Rev. James Hamilton, D.D. With Portrait. 
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VI. 

Third Edition, small crown 8vo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

FROM SEVENTEEN TO THIRTY: 

The Town Life of a Youth from the Country ; its Trials, Tempta- 
tions and Advantages. Lessons from the History of Joseph. By 

the Rev. Thomas Binnet. 

"Nothing can exceed the quiet 
dignity, beauty, and simplicity of 
style in which this book is written. 
Not only is it a model of wise scrip- 
tural exposition, but we cannot at 
this moment recall anything that ap- 
proaches it." — ETiglish Independent. 



"Conceived in the highest tone of 
paternal counsel, and is worked out 
with a brilliance and delicacy of 
handling that Mr. Binney has never 
surpassed. . . . The wide circulation 
of this volume would be a public 
benefaction." — British Quart. Review. 



vn. 



Just published, 16mo, Is. 6d. doth, 

THE PEARL OF PARABLES: 

Notes on the Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
By the late James Hamilton, D.D. 



"A book like this is a very rich 
enjoyment for both mind and heart. 
A more fitting gift-book for young 
men could hardly be conceived." — 
Bntish Qvuirterly Retriew. 



"The pearl of parables has never 
been more usefidly or beautifully 
illustrated than in the volume before 
us." — Eclecti4i Review. 



vni. 
Just published, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

DAISY. 

By the Author of **The Wide, Wide World." 
Coloured Illustrations. 
(New Volume of " The Golden Ladder Series.") 
" A sweet and beautiful story from 



a well-known author. No child can 
read it without receiving good and 



lasting Impressions of piety and vir- 
tue."— i2ocit. 



EX. 



Just published, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE PASTOR AND HIS PEOPLE: 

Discussions on Ministerial Life and Character. 
By Rev. A. F. Douglas, of Alnwick. 



" While desirous to avoid every- 
thing in the shape of an exaggerated 
eulogium, we cannot refrain from re- 
marking that not a little of this book 
reminds us of the broad and genial 
spirit which pervades the noble Prak- 
tische Theologie of Schleiermacher. . . . 
The views of Mr. Douglas combine 
perfect orthodoi^ with a wide and 



genial culture. His little treatise 
should lie on the study-table of every 
Christian minister throughout the 
kingdom." — Glasgow Morning Heraid. 
*' A large amount of good sense on 
themes of great practical importance. 
The whole expressed in an earnest 
homely style, and well worth reading. " 
— Freeman. 
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Just published, crown 8yo, 58. cloUi, 

GATHERINGS FROM A MINISTRY. 

By the hute Bev. John Milnb, of Perth. 



** The work is superior to not a few 

of its class."— iVortA Brit. Daily Mail. 

''The discourses are all excellent, 



very practical and searching, dear in 
style, and pervaded by a lofty spiri- 
taal tone." — JBnglith Prtab. Menaigir. 



XI. 



Becently published, post Svo, Gs. 6d. cloth, 

MEMORIES OF OLIVET. 

By the Bev. J. R. Macduff, D.D. 
With Engraved Vignette, by Wilmorb. 



''The almost photographic clear- 
ness with which every point around 
Jerusalem is described, and the fre- 
quent though unobtrusive illustration 
of the satrared text from Eastern life, 
together with the vivid realisation of 



the movements of our Saviour during 
the last few days of His earthly career, 
make the ' Memories of Olivet' a most 
valuable companion in the study of the 
preacher and teacher, and in the cham- 
ber of the home student."— /{eco)-d. 



xn. 



Second Edition, demy Svo, 10s. 6d. cloth, 

THE DARWINIAN THEORY of the TRANS- 
MUTATION of SPECIES EXAMINED. 



By a Gbaduate of the 
" The volume is a work of no ordi- 
nary merit. ... It indicates exten- 
sive reading, intimate acquaintance 
with the whole history of the Trans- 
mutation school of thinking, great 
mastery of the abundant material 
placed at the disposal of the author, 



University of Cambridge. 
and a large infusion of common 
sense." — Britifh Quarterly Review. 

"It would be difficult to make a 
stronger case against Mr. Darwitt's 
book, by treating it on the so-called 
common-sense pi&n."—Athena!um. 



xin. 



Kecently published, crown Svo, 68. cloth, 

BYEWAYS IN PALESTINE. 

By James Finn, M.B..A.S., and Member of the Asiatic Society of 
France, late H.M. Consul of Jerusalem and Palestine. 
"A real addition to our knowledge "A very valuable contribution 



of the topognratphy of 
Athenoeum. 



Palestine."— 



to 
our knowledge on the subject of 
Palestine." — EvaimeUcal Magazine. 



xrv. 



Second Edition, crown Svo, 5s. doth, 

LIGHT IN TRUTH : 



Bible Thoughts and Themes. 

"For family and private reading 
there could hardly be a more useful 
book of its kind, while for preachers 
it is full of suggestive matter." — 
Bnglish Presbyterian Messenger. 

"They are treated intentionally 
with much simplicity and brevity, 



By Horatius Bonab, D.D. 
but at the same time in a very engag- 
ing and attractive manner. The 
volume is wholly devoid of the sen- 
timental, the mystical, and the sen- 
sational, but it is replete with Ught 
and ttvith." ^ Briiish and Foreign 
Evangtiical Review. 
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Recently published, crown 9vo, 5b. cloth, 

PULPIT ECHOES; 

Or, Select PsiSBages from Discournes and Expositioot delivered in 

Kincardine ; Erskine Church, Glasgow ; and Clapham, London, 

By ^e Kev. J. Macfablane, LL.D. 

"A beaatifol memoTial volume. 



•i: 



•'These 'Pulpit Echoes' would 
stand .criticism welL Although not 
' Echoes' to us in the sense in which 
they will be to many who read them, 
they have awakened in ui cheering 
and stimulating thoughts and feel- 
ings, refreshing and strengthening 
as well. We can heartily commend 
this volume. It will be to any one a 
most suggestive and-instructlve com- 
panion for quiet hours in the closet." 
— The Evangdical Magazine, 



which no one can peruse without 
finding on most of the pages mental 
impressions and stimulations which, 
in the soil of an active mind, ma^f' 
bring forth the fruit of good thought, 
and awakening 8i>eech in others who 
are in the habit of public teaching, 
and find the best works of good men 
helpful to their own work."— .£<:2ec()c 
Reoievo. 



XVI. 

Recently published, crown 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

OHEISTIAN LIFE IN THE OAMP: 

A Memoir of Alexander Maokat Macbeth, Surgeon in the 105th 
Kegiment of Li^ht Infantry. With Portrait. 
" The entire interest of his nistoiy 
centres in the simple, fervent, reli- 
gious earnestness which everywhere 
animated him, and impelled him to 
unwearied efforts for the spiritual 
goj^d of others. It is not too much 
tatay of Surgeon Macbeth that his 



consecration and usefulness were not 
surpassed even by Hedley Vicars." — 
English Independent. 

"A noble story, well and nobly 
told. The book is written with great 
taste." — Britiah (Quarterly Review. 



xvn. 
Recently published, crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

FIGHTING THE FLAMES. 

A Tale of the London Fire Brigade. By R. M. Ballantyne, 
Author of ** The Lighthouse," &c. lUnstrations. 
'* Many a schoolboy will find keen " Those who value the welfare of 
enjoyment in the perusal of 'Fighting the young and . rising generation 
the Flames,' and assure his little ought to encourage the circulation 
sisters, with suitable emphasis, that of such healthy works as this." — 
Mr. Ballantyne is a ' stimning good Edinburgh Evening Courant, 
story-teller.' " — Athenceum. 

xvnL 
Recently published, crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE LIFE and EDUCATIONAL PEINOIPLES 
of DAVID STOW, Esq., 

Founder of the Training System of Education. 
By the Rev. William Fraseb. With Portrait. 



" Some of the wisest and most far- 
seeing remarks on chUd- nature we 
have ever read are contained in this 
volume, which is written in a simple. 



straightforward manner, yet notwith* 
out taste and elegance." — i 
jK>rary Jteriew. 



■I" ' 



WORKS PUBLISHED BY JAMES NISBET AND CO. 



XIX. 

Kecentlj published, small crown 8vo,.58. doth, 

MEMOEIALS of the late ANDEEW OBICHTON, 

Of Edinburgh and Dundee. Edited by Eev. W. (k Blaikie, D.D. 

the whole, this is one of the best 
books of the kind we have read for 
a long time, and we hope it will meet, 
as it deserves, with a favourable re- 
ception." — CoTitemporary Review. 



"A sketch of a good man's life, 
and a number of well-written sermons, 
criticisms, and letters." — Evan. Mag. 

" The introductory memoir is skil- 
fully and pleasantly written, and, on 



XX. 



Recently published, small crown 8vo, 38. 6d. cloth, 

A MEMOIR OF ELIZABETH FRY. 

Abridged by her Daughteb from the larger Work. With Portrait. 



" Agreeably written, and contains 
a good outline of Mrs. Fry's life and 
labours. "^-OAr/««iaw Observer. 

"The volume will prove of great 



value to all who appreciate true 
nobleness, or take interest in improv- 
ing the condition of the most degraded 
(dasses of the community." — Freeman. 



XXI. 



Third Edition, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMORIALS OF JAMES HENDERSON, M.D., 

F.R.C.S., Edinburgh, Medical Missionary to China. With Portrait. 



"A well-executed memoir of a 
most devoted young missionary." — 
Itecord. 



prise of missions is carried to its suc- 
cess."— CAm^io»i Wcn'/c. 

" We have seldom examined a more 
interesting book." — ChurcU of England 
Magazine. 



" It is by such lives that the enter 

xxn. 
Fifth Thousand, small crown 8vo, 3e. 6d. cloth, gilt edges, 

SABBATH CHIMES; 

Or, Meditations in Verse for the Sundays of a Year. 
By the Rev. W. Moklet Punshon, M.A. 



** A quiet, yet truly i)oetical, peace- 
ful, and beautiful view of the conso- 
lations of Christian truth, in a sooth- 
ing metre." — Eclectic Review. 



** Mr. Punshon has opened a vein 
of pure ore, and coined his thoughts 
and meditations in sterling and 
beautiful verse." — Daily Review. 



XXIII. 



Second Edition, crown 8vo, 5s. 6(1. cloth, 

PASSAGES in the LIFE of AN INDIAN 

MERCHANT; 

Or, Memorials of Robert Bbown, late of Bombay. Compiled by 

his Sister, Helen Colvin. 



" One of the most precious memoirs 

we have ever read We can 

scarcely express too strongly our sense 
of the exquisite taste and tenderness 
whi<^ characterise this memoir." — 
Weekly Reoiew, 

:* A deeply-iaterestiag memoir. To 



young men entering on a comm^cial 
career, this work would be an invalu- 
able companion, proving that earnest- 
ness in religion is quite compatible 
witi^ diligence in business." — ChrU- 
tian Work. 
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XXIV. 



Becently published, small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. doth, 

XHE POWER OF ZEAL 

By the Rev. David King, LL.D., 
Author of "Geology in Helation to Beligion." 



**Well planned and carefully exe- 
cuted volume." — British and Foreign 
BvangdicaZ Review. 



** Full of. fliM thoughts, apt in- 
stances, and flhutnilioiu from nature 
and science.** — Mttg, Prtt^, Mtasenger. 



XXV. 

Small crown 8vo, Ss. 6d. doth, 

MEMORIALS OF CHARLES MARCH, 

Commander, E..N. 
By his Nephew, the Rev. Septimus March, B.A. With Portrait. 



"It is just the sort of volume to 
give to a sailor, captain, lieutenant, 
or mate. These men want S book to 
read, but we landsmen can seldom 
manage the article they require — they 
get impatient of our volumes — some- 
thing real, something that does not re- 
quire too protracted an attention, espe- 



cially something about their own life 
of vicissitude, and battle, and storm. 
Well, here it is !" — Eclectic Review. 

"Mr. March has executed his task 
with great delicacy and skiU. His 
book is in every respect admirable, 
and should find a place in every sea- 
man's library." — English Independent. 



XXVI. 



Recently published, crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. doth, 

JOHlf KNOX AND HIS TIMES. 

By the Autlior of "The Story of Martin Luther." 



" Faithful to facte, and replete with 
instmction."— CirMtian Advocate. 



*' A book which, in this reading 
age, we can safely recommend to our 
young readers."— -Record. 



XXVII. 
Small crown Svo, Ss. 6d. cloth, a Cheap Edition of 

The LIFE and LETTERS of ELIZABETH, 
Laat DUCHESS OF GORDON. 

By the Rev. A. Moody Stuart, Author of " The Three Marys, " 
" Capernaum," &c. With Portrait. 

" Mr. Moody Stuart has performed "The volume will undoubtedly take 
his task well." — Edinburgh Weekly a high and permanent place in our 
Hei-oM. literature.*' — Evangelical Chrittendom, 
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